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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The global coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)
outbreak, declared a pandemic by the World
Health Organization (WHO) on 11 March 2020, is
one of many concurrent and interlocking factors
that has spurred the deteriorating food security
trends that have been observed in Syria since late
2019. Since October 2019, Syria has witnessed
multiple shocks, including extensive military
operations in north-eastern Syria, a dramatic
escalation of hostilities and massive population
displacement in north-western Syria, the Lebanese
ȴQDQFLDOFULVLVLQWHQVLȴFDWLRQRIXQLODWHUDOFRHUFLYH
measures (economic sanctions) targeting the
Syrian government and third party businesses
dealing with the Syrian government, in addition to
the global spread of COVID-19.
This study outlines that while the food security
situation was worsening in Syria before COVID-19,
the deterioration has since accelerated due to the
global, regional and local impacts of the pandemic
and associated mitigation measures. A WFP rapid
food security assessment2 had already reported that
by February 2020, the deteriorating Syrian pound
(SYP)/USD informal exchange rate had already led
WRZLGHVSUHDGLQȵDWLRQDFURVVDOOVHFWRUVRIWKH
Syrian economy, food included. The price of food

continued to rise during the government-imposed
COVID-19 related lockdown period in Syria (which
severely restricted population movement as well as
commercial, industrial and agricultural activities) due
to panic buying, hoarding, and lack of controls on
prices, highlighting how COVID-19 exacerbated the
already dire situation. However, since the lockdown
period ended (late May 2020), prices have continued
to increase, and food insecurity indicators have
continued to worsen. June 2020 saw the highest
national average price of the WFP standard reference
food basket3 since the start of the crisis in 2011 as
well as a serious deterioration of key household food
security indicators and a dramatic decline in the
purchasing power of Syrian households.
It is worth noting that the current economic
hardships faced by the Syrian population is not
primarily driven by the COVID-19 outbreak itself,
but is the result of multiple concurrent factors that
even individually would have been disruptive in
their own right. The pre-existing and underlying
fragility of the Syrian economy and the multiple
shocks that occurred in between mid-2019 and
2020 have greatly weakened the Syrian economy.
As such, the restrictions applied during the initial
phase of the pandemic have had a disproportional
HHFWRQWKHZHOOEHLQJRQWKH6\ULDQSRSXODWLRQ
heavily impacting employment opportunities
across the country, pushing up prices, further
eroding household coping mechanisms and
worsening already dire socio-economic indicators.

This report adds to the 2020 Syria COVID-19
Inter-Agency Socio-Economic Impact
Assessment Report by providing readers
with in-depth information on how Syria’s
food supply chains, trader business models,
commodity prices and household food
security levels have all been impacted by
the COVID-19 pandemic. By taking stock of
the impact of COVID-19 mitigation measures
that were put in place between March and
June 2020, this study assesses their impact
on the Syrian economy and on Syrian
household food security, outlining which
VHFWRUVKDYHEHHQZRUVWDHFWHGDVZHOODV
identifying key vulnerable groups needing
assistance.

Through an in-depth review of Syria’s food supply
chains, trader purchasing patterns, food price
trends and household food security levels, this
study aims to shed light on the current situation
in key food-related sectors of the Syrian economy.
These sectors require support to mitigate the
impact of COVID-19 and help pave the way for
the development of more resilient household
livelihoods that can build resilience to future
VKRFNV$GLɝFXOWZLQWHUVHDVRQOLHVDKHDGLQ
21, as households are already facing deteriorating
purchasing power due to the recent dramatic
increase in the price of goods and inputs, with no
change in their income levels.
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The food security situation in Syria has deteriorated
VLJQLȴFDQWO\RYHUWKHSDVWWZR\HDUVDQGHVSHFLDOO\
VLQFHWKHVWDUWRIWKH/HEDQHVHȴQDQFLDOFULVLV
in October 2019. In September 2019, WFP and
the Food Security Sector estimated that some
7.9 million Syrians were food insecure, 39 percent
of the total population (HNO 20201). Of these,
approximately 500,000 people were estimated
to be severely food insecure. However, in April
2020, a review of food security data adjusting for
the dramatic food price increases seen since late
2019 projected that the total number of people
food insecure in Syria had increased by 1.4 million,
to a new total of 9.3 million people, the highest
number ever recorded, and close to half the total
population of the country. At the same time, the
number of people categorized as severely food
insecure had doubled, reaching more than one
million people.

+XPDQLWDULDQ1HHGV2YHUYLHZKWWSVKQRV\ULDRUJVHFWRUQHHGV
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COVID-19 Cases4: As of 01 September 2020, there
ZHUHRɝFLDOO\UHSRUWHGFDVHVRI&29Ζ'
infection in Syria, with 116 reported deaths and 646
registered recoveries. The cases have been steadily
increasing at an accelerating rate since June. It is
worth noting that according to the WHO, given the
limited testing across Syria, it is likely that many
asymptomatic and mild cases are going undetected
and that the actual number of cases in Syria may far
H[FHHGWKHRɝFLDOȴJXUHV
Devaluation of Syrian Pound: The Central Bank
RI6\ULDRɝFLDOO\GHYDOXHGWKH6\ULDQSRXQG 6<3 
to SYP 1,250/USD 1 on 16 June 2020. This was the
second devaluation of the Syrian pound (SYP) in eight
months, increasing from SYP 434/USD 1 in November
2019. The informal SYP/USD exchange rate has
EHHQYHU\YRODWLOHVLQFHWKH/HEDQHVHȴQDQFLDOFULVLV
which started in October 2019. Especially in June the
informal exchange rate depreciated from SYP 1,800/
USD 1 on 01 June to SYP 3,200/USD by 08 June to
then gradually stabilize around SYP 2,500/USD 1 by
end June 2020. The informal SYP has been further
strengthening since then and is trading at around
SYP 2,200/USD 1 as of mid-September.
Market and Trade: Access to markets worsened
during the COVID-19 lockdown, with only 70
percent of interviewed households reporting having
access to food markets compared to 94 percent
of respondents a year ago. Traders were heavily
impacted by the high volatility in the exchange rate
that caused shops to temporarily close in early
June. Even though credit requests to traders had
increased compared to pre-COVID-19 period, traders
mentioned that they had reduced the number of
people they extended credit to by half (from an
average 63 percent to 31 percent in June) in an
attempt to reduce their risk exposure to credit
repayment defaults.
Price Trends: Food prices in Syria have increased
dramatically over the past year. The price of
the WFP standard national average reference
food basket in June 2020 (SYP 84,095) has more
than doubled in six months (increasing by 110
percent since February 2020); was up 230 percent
since October 2019 (the start of the Lebanese
ȴQDQFLDOFULVLV DQGLVXSSHUFHQW\HDURQ
year (compared to June 2019-levels). The national
average food basket in June 2020 was 23.5 times
4Source: OCHA/WHO Syrian Arab Republic COVID-19 Humanitarian Update No. 17, 01 September 2020.
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higher than the pre-crises 5-year monthly average.
Purchasing Power: The national average price
of the WFP standard reference food basket (SYP
84,095 in June 2020), is now higher than even the
KLJKHVWRɝFLDOPRQWKO\JRYHUQPHQWVDODU\RI6<3
80,240, highlighting the serious deterioration of
purchasing power in Syria since October 2019 and
WKHLQFUHDVLQJXQDRUGDELOLW\RIEDVLFIRRGLWHPV
on Syrian markets. In comparison, in October 2019,
WFP’s national average reference food basket was
SYP 25,424.
Terms of Trade (ToT): The ToT between daily
XQVNLOOHGZDJHODERXUDQGZKHDWȵRXUGHWHULRUDWHG
in 2020. In October 2019, the equivalent of a daily
unskilled wage labour rate would buy 8.5 kg of
ZKHDWȵRXURQWKHORFDOPDUNHW+RZHYHUWKLVIHOO
to 3.9 kg by June 2020, highlighting how prices are
outpacing wage rates; worsening people’s purchasing
power. This is the second lowest recorded ToT ever
recorded in Syria, second only to December 2016,
ZKHQNJRIZKHDWȵRXUFRXOGEHSXUFKDVHGZLWK
the equivalent of a daily wage labourer’s rate.
Food Security Levels: The food security situation
LQ6\ULDKDVGHWHULRUDWHGVLJQLȴFDQWO\VLQFH2FWREHU
2019. As of April 2020, some 9.3 million people, 46
percent of the total population of the country, were
estimated to be food insecure, an increase of 1.4
million since September 2019. One million of these
are estimated to be severely food insecure, a number
that has doubled over the same time period.
Food Security Trends: In June 2020, around onethird (34 percent) of surveyed households reported
poor or borderline food consumption; a 15 percent
increase compared to June 2018 and June 2019.
Large disparities in food consumption levels exists
across the country.
Food Security by Vulnerable Groups: Femaleheaded households, internally displaced people
and returnees as well as people who rent housing
reported worse food security levels than less
vulnerable groups in Syria. For example, up to 42
percent of interviewed female-headed households
reported having either poor or borderline food
consumption compared to 33 percent of maleheaded households. The rate of poor food
consumption more than doubled between
June 2019 and June 2020 for both IDPs and IDP

©WFP/Khudr Alissar
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UHWXUQHHVJRLQJIURPȴYHSHUFHQWWRSHUFHQWRI
respondents, while poor food consumption levels
increased at a somewhat slower rate for residents
(from four to seven percent).
Dietary Diversity: On average in June 2020,
over half (52 percent) of interviewed households
reported consuming a low diversity diet; double the
percentage of households reporting consuming a low
diversity diet in June 2018 or June 2019.
Consumption-Based Coping Strategies: The
prevalence of households engaging in one or more
coping mechanisms reached 86 percent in June
2020, which is 11 percent and 19 percent higher
than the prevalence levels recorded in June 2018
and June 2019, respectively. Furthermore, the share
of households adopting high levels of coping in June
2020 was 35 percent, an increase from 30 percent
since June 2019 and 21 percent since June 2018.
This translates to more households reporting that
they had engaged more frequently in skipping meals,
reducing number of meals per day, limiting the
consumed food portion size, depending on cheaper/
less expensive food, restricting adults’ consumption
in order for children to eat more and borrowing food.
Imports: )ROORZLQJWKHRɝFLDOGHYDOXDWLRQRIWKH
Syrian pound to SYP 1,250/USD, the Syrian Central
Bank announced on 21 June 2020, that from July
2020 onwards, it would no longer include food in
its priority commodities for accessing US dollars.
This is likely to increase the price of imported food
FRPPRGLWLHV VXFKDVULFHZKHDWȵRXUYHJHWDEOH
cooking oil and sugar) that Syrians heavily depend on
for their food needs.
Supply Chains: The impact of COVID-19 on the
6\ULDQIRRGVXSSO\FKDLQKDVEHHQVLJQLȴFDQWDQGKDV
exacerbated the already alarming economic situation
resulting from the depreciation of the Lebanese
pound since October 2019. Key impacts observed
ZHUHGHOD\VRILPSRUWFHUWLȴFDWLRQVLQFUHDVHLQSULFHV
of key food commodities – such as rice – and delays
in packaging and restocking of food items in shops
due to COVID-19-related movement restrictions.
Case to support traders: WFP-contracted retailers
fared better than retailers who were not at that
moment contracted by WFP. WFP-contracted
retailers reported to be less concerned about
running out of stock and that their customers
requested less credit from traders than reported
by retailers who were not contracted by WFP.
Furthermore, while some non-contracted retailers
mentioned client liquidity and shortage of supply
from wholesalers as a top constraint for their trade,
this was not the case for WFP contracted retailers.

METHODOLOGY
The data analysed in this report was collected
through multiple approaches. Key informant
discussions were held with key wholesalers
and retailers, and an online survey was
conducted for transporters. Data was
cleaned and further analysed through IBM
SPSS Statistics (SPSS). Food price monitoring
is continuously conducted by WFP in Syria
on a weekly basis from 57 markets across
the country. Random mobile household
interviews were conducted to assess the food
security situation in the country.
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SECTION 1

INTRODUCTION
Over the past year, Syria has been impacted
by a series of events that have greatly
reshaped the geographic and economic
structure of the country. The Turkish
military incursion into north-eastern
Syria in October 2019 (‘Operation Peace
Spring’) which led to the displacement of an
estimated 180,000 people in less than three
ZHHNVWKHRQJRLQJ/HEDQHVHȴQDQFLDOFULVLV
that has further destabilized an already
ailing Syrian economy reeling from nine
\HDUVRIFRQȵLFWDGUDPDWLFHVFDODWLRQRI
FRQȵLFWLQQRUWKZHVWHUQ6\ULDWKDWVWDUWHG
in late 2019 and continued into 2020 that
displaced over one million people in the
largest wave of displacement seen yet in the
6\ULDQFULVLVDVZHOODVWKHLQWHQVLȴFDWLRQ
of unilateral coercive measures (economic
sanctions) in June 2020. These developments
have all heavily impacted Syria and the
wellbeing of the Syrian population. COVID-19
is an important addition to this list of shocks
and disruptive events. It has increased
the vulnerability of Syrians by negatively
impacting already fragile livelihoods as
well as by disrupting supply chains and
increasing commodity prices. As such,
COVID-19 is a contributing factor that is
further compounding the many negative
developments that had been impacting an
already fragile Syrian economy.

8

:KLOHWKHWRWDOQXPEHURIFRQȴUPHG&29Ζ'
FDVHVLQ6\ULDUHPDLQVUHODWLYHO\ORZFRPSDUHGWR
RWKHUFRXQWULHVVLQFHWKHȴUVWFDVHZDVFRQȴUPHG
RQ0DUFK6\ULDKDVVHHQDUDSLGO\
DFFHOHUDWLQJJURZWKLQWKHQXPEHURIFRQȴUPHG
FDVHVRYHU-XO\DQG$XJXVW7KHVHMXPSHGIURP
FRQȴUPHGFDVHVRQ-XQHWRFDVHVE\
-XQHDQGFRQȴUPHGFDVHVE\-XO\$VRI
6HSWHPEHUFDVHVKDYHEHHQFRQȴUPHG
DFURVVWKHFRXQWU\+RZHYHUJLYHQWKHOLPLWHG
WHVWLQJEHLQJFRQGXFWHG RQO\WHVWVKDYH
EHHQFRQGXFWHGDVRI6HSWHPEHU LWLV
OLNHO\WKDWPDQ\DV\PSWRPDWLFDQGPLOGFDVHV
DUHJRLQJXQGHWHFWHGDQGWKDWWKHDFWXDOQXPEHU
RI&29Ζ'FDVHVIDUH[FHHGVRɝFLDOȴJXUHV
$FFRUGLQJWR2&+$DQG:+2WKHVRXUFHRI
SHUFHQWRIRɝFLDOO\FRQȴUPHGFDVHVUHPDLQ
XQNQRZQLQGLFDWLQJZLGHVSUHDGFRPPXQLW\
WUDQVPLVVLRQDFURVVWKHFRXQWU\:KLOHPRVW
UHVWULFWLRQVDQGPLWLJDWLRQPHDVXUHVKDYHEHHQ
OLIWHGFDXWLRQUHPDLQVDVWKHORRPLQJVSHFWUH
RIQHZORFNGRZQVDQGFXUIHZVUHPDLQVDQGLV
HYHUSUHVHQWZKLFKDVZDVYLVLEOHGXULQJLWVEULHI
LPSOHPHQWDWLRQLQ0DUFKWR0D\FDXVHG
VHYHUHGLVUXSWLRQVWRWKH6\ULDQHFRQRP\DQGWR
WKHFRXQWU\ȇVJHQHUDOIRRGVHFXULW\VLWXDWLRQ
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TIMELINE OF COVID-19 RELATED RESTRICTIONS:

By the end of March, the Syrian government had
imposed lockdown measures across Syria with
all non-food related businesses being forced
to shut. Only food businesses and agencies/
institutions providing essential services were
allowed to operate between 06:00 and 18:00.
A nationwide curfew was imposed across Syria
from 18:00 to 06:00. Areas which showed an
increase in COVID-19 cases were isolated and
placed under a complete lockdown. For example,
the neighbourhood of Sayeda Zeinab in Rural
Damascus governorate, was put under lockdown
from 02 April to mid-May as it had reported a spike
in COVID-19 cases in late March/early April.
By mid-April however, as the economic pressure
grew, with prices of commodities increasing,
the Syrian government started easing some of
the restrictive measures. On 13 April, the Syrian
government allowed mechanics, smiths, carpenters,
shops selling agriculture related inputs, jewellers,
mobile phone shops and taxi services to reopen.
Moreover, movement between governorates was
allowed for a few select weekends between April
and May with medical teams stationed at the

10

entrance of cities to test travellers moving from one
part of the country to the other. Borders remained
closed, however, and anyone wanting to enter
Syria needed to be tested for COVID-19 through a
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test.
Even though food businesses were allowed to
operate, this had to be done along reduced
RSHUDWLQJKRXUVDQGZLWKUHGXFHGVWDZKLOH
ensuring COVID-19 compliant measures were in
place. While export bans which were introduced at
the end of March for eggs, milk, cheese, legumes,
javel water and chlorine remain in place as of early
September, imports have not been restricted
throughout the COVID-19 period. On 23 April, one
day before Ramadan, all commercial services were
RɝFLDOO\DSSURYHGWRUHVXPHDFWLYLW\IURPWR
17:00 in an attempt to bolster the economy over
the important festive period.
While most of Syria followed the above measures,
VRPHJRYHUQRUDWHVSXWLQSODFHGLHUHQWUHVWULFWLYH
regulations. For example, opposition-held Idleb
governorate introduced measures which were
implemented later than in the rest of the country.
In early April, all non-food related businesses and
shops were informed to cease operations and only
food businesses were allowed to operate. Bazaars
(big market spaces) were instructed to close,
while restaurants and cafes were only allowed
takeaway services. However, these measures were
QRWRɝFLDOO\HQIRUFHGDQGED]DDUVUHPDLQHG
operational as usual, albeit with fewer customers.
Restaurants and cafes operated normally, and
non-food businesses also largely continued
operating uninterrupted. Borders between Afrin
(Aleppo governorate) and Idleb governorate were
also closed in early April. However, smuggling of
food-items between Afrin and Idleb continued
WKURXJKRXWWKHFORVXUHDQGWKHERUGHUVRɝFLDOO\
re-opened again later in April.

7KH*RYHUQPHQWRI6\ULD *R6 FRQWUROOHGDUHDV
RIQRUWKHDVW6\ULD 1(6 IROORZHGWKHVDPH
&29Ζ'PHDVXUHVDVWKHUHVWRIWKH*R6DUHDV
RI6\ULDZKLOHDUHDVXQGHUWKHFRQWURORIWKH
.XUGLVK6HOI$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ .6$ LQ1(6IROORZHG
VLPLODU\HWVRPHKRZVOLJKWO\GLHUHQWPHDVXUHV
)RUH[DPSOHZKLOHFXUIHZKRXUVIRUWKH*R6
FRQWUROOHGDUHDVLQ1(6ZHUHLPSRVHGIURP
WRDUHDVXQGHU.6$FRQWURO DFFRXQWLQJ
IRUDSSUR[LPDWHO\SHUFHQWRI1(6 IROORZHGD
FXUIHZIURPWR.6$FRQWUROOHGDUHDV
DOVRFORVHGQRQIRRGUHODWHGEXVLQHVVHVZKLOH
H[HPSWLQJIRRGDQGDJULFXOWXUHUHODWHGDFWLYLWLHV
IURP&29Ζ'PRYHPHQWUHVWULFWLRQV/DUJH
IUXLWDQGYHJHWDEOHPDUNHWVDVZHOODVOLYHVWRFN
PDUNHWVZHUHDOVRFORVHGZKLFKZDVWKHVDPH
SUDFWLFHIRU*R6KHOGDUHDVRI6\ULD%RUGHUVIRU
SHRSOHHQWHULQJ6\ULDZHUHFORVHGLQ1(6IURP
QHLJKERXULQJFRXQWULHVDQGDOOFURVVLQJSRLQWV
EHWZHHQ.6$DQG*R6KHOGDUHDVZHUHDOVRFORVHG
IURPODWH0DUFKDQGWKURXJKRXW$SULO7KUHH
&29Ζ'FDVHVZHUHUHSRUWHGLQWKH$O2PUDQ
QHLJKERXUKRRGLQ$O+DVDNHKFLW\ $O+DVDNHK
JRYHUQRUDWH LQHDUO\$SULOZKLFKOHGWRDFRPSOHWH
ORFNGRZQRIWKHQHLJKERXUKRRGDQGDFXUIHZIURP
WR8QOLNHLQWKHUHVWRI6\ULDEUHDG

IURPSXEOLFEDNHULHVLQ1(6ZDVIRUWKHPRVWSDUW
RIWKHLQLWLDOSKDVHRIWKHRXWEUHDN 0DUFKWR-XQH 
QRWDYDLODEOHIURPSXEOLFEDNHULHVEXWZDVLQVWHDG
VROGWKURXJKEUHDGDJHQWVSXVKLQJXSWKHSULFHRI
EUHDGLQWKLVUHJLRQ
'XULQJ0D\*R6GHFLGHGWRPDLQWDLQGDLO\
FXUIHZKRXUVGXULQJ(LG$O)LWUIURPWR
$OOFRPPHUFLDODQGVHUYLFHSURIHVVLRQV
ZHUHDOORZHGWRRSHUDWHXQWLOXQWLOWKH
HQGRI(LG$O)LWULQFOXGLQJ)ULGD\0D\7KH
JRYHUQPHQWVXEVHTXHQWO\FRPSOHWHO\OLIWHGWKH
QLJKWO\FXUIHZDQGWKHUHVWULFWLRQRIPRYHPHQW
DPRQJSURYLQFHVRQ0D\([FHSWIRUVRPH
DUHDVWKDWZHUHVXEMHFWWRORFDOL]HGORFNGRZQGXH
WR&29Ζ'RXWEUHDNV VXFKDV5DV$O0DȇDUDLQ
5XUDO'DPDVFXVJRYHUQRUDWHDQG-DGLGDW$O)DGO
LQ4XQHLWUDJRYHUQRUDWH %\HDUO\-XQHDOOLQLWLDO
&29Ζ'UHODWHGUHVWULFWLRQVKDGEHHQOLIWHG
DFURVV6\ULDDQGDOOEDUVDQGUHVWDXUDQWVZHUH
DOORZHGWRUHRSHQDOEHLWDWUHGXFHGFDSDFLW\WR
PDLQWDLQSK\VLFDOGLVWDQFLQJ
A day-to-day progression timeline on the
introduction of COVID-19 restriction measures and
evolution of the COVID-19 in Syria between March
and June is available in Annex 1.

©WFP/Khudr Alissar

7KHȴUVW&29Ζ'FDVHVZHUHUHSRUWHGLQ&KLQD
in December 2019 and rapidly spread across
the globe in early 2020, causing governments
to impose strict lockdown measures to contain
the spread of the virus. Syria commenced strict
mitigation measures, including movement
restrictions and a nationwide curfew to curb
the spread of virus in mid-March. On 15 March
2020, the Syrian government implemented the
ȴUVW&29Ζ'UHODWHGUHVWULFWLRQVE\FORVLQJ
schools and universities as well as reducing public
institutions’ workforce capacity by 40 percent.
Further COVID-19 related restrictions were then
progressively introduced throughout the second
half of March.
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SECTION 2

©WFP/Ali Habib

MACRO-ECONOMIC
IMPACT OF COVID-19
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused global
economic disruption and has spurred the
deepest global recession since the Great
Depression of 1929-1939. Global supply
chain challenges were noted as early as
January 2020, and the impact became most
prominent during the months of February
to June. According to Fortune Magazine
“94 percent of the Fortune 1,000 are seeing
coronavirus supply chain disruptions”5
. The World Economic Forum reported
DVLJQLȴFDQWGLSLQWKHZHHNO\JOREDO
transactions against pre-lockdown levels6,
as per the following chart:
Graph 1: Average weekly global transactions –
percentage increase/decrease against pre-lockdown
levels
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In addition, a survey conducted by the Institute of Supply Chain Management indicated that
“notably, nearly 75 percent of companies report supply chain disruptions in some capacity due
to coronavirus-related transportation restrictions, and more than 80 percent believe that their
organization will experience some impact because of COVID-19 disruptions. Of those, one in six
(16 percent) companies report adjusting revenue targets downward an average of 5.6 percent due
to the coronavirus7”. Finally, International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPR) data also clearly
indicates a correlation between the increase in export restrictions and the number of COVID-19
cases8RXWOLQLQJWKHH[WHQWWRZKLFKWKHSDQGHPLFLVDHFWLQJJOREDOVXSSO\FKDLQV
Map 1: COVID-19 Temporary Export Measures

The biggest impact felt by WFP in Syria was in the
price of white rice, which peaked in the month of April.
To sustain its food pipeline, WFP Syria was forced to
procure rice from Thailand, resulting in a 12 percent
price increase in price compared to the average
import prices seen prior to the outbreak. Reuters
reported that globally the price of rice had reached
a seven-year high at the end of March11$QRɝFLDO
quote from the Thai Rice Exporters Association for
DȴYHSHUFHQWZKLWHULFH JUDGH5Ζ7+:+7$ DOVR
reported a seven-year high in the last week of March
at USD 564 per tonne, up more than 12 percent from
USD 502 from the previous week12.

Especially for rice, for which WFP Syria relies
entirely on imports, the international quoted
price increased by up to 36 percent between the
beginning and the end of April. The price gradually
declined as April progressed, and by May, the
price had returned to within the normal market
ȵXFWXDWLRQUDQJH
In terms of export restrictions, those which
had impacted WFP’s operation in Syria are
listed in Table 1 below.

Table 1: COVID-19 global export restrictions that impacted WFP operations in Syria (as on 21 April 2020)

*Source: Macmap, as of 12th May 20209

The impact of COVID-19 on the Syrian food supply
FKDLQKDVEHHQVLJQLȴFDQWDQGKDVH[DFHUEDWHG
the already dire economic situation in the country
following the depreciation of the Lebanese pound
seen since October 2019. The Syrian and Lebanese
economies are closely intertwined, and as such,
WKH/HEDQHVHȴQDQFLDOFULVLVKDVKDG
VLJQLȴFDQWULSSOHHHFWVRQWKH6\ULDQHFRQRP\7KH
HHFWVRI&29Ζ'KDVIXUWKHUGHSUHVVHGERWKWKH
Syrian and Lebanese economies. However, in neither
country has the central bank been able to take
expansionary measures to protect their economies
due to dwindling foreign reserves.

Syria was no exception to supply chain challenges
and disruptions. Even though globally, restrictions
on food exports were less prominent compared to
medical supplies, WFP’s humanitarian operations in
6\ULDZHUHVLJQLȴFDQWO\LPSDFWHGE\SULFHLQFUHDVHV
of internationally sourced and imported staples,
such as rice and pulses. As COVID-19 spread across
the globe, countries started to impose export
restrictions on food as well as health and hygiene
LWHPVDWGLHUHQWLQWHUYDOVIURPODWH0DUFKWRHDUO\
April 2020, most of which were removed by June
202010.

Source: https://www.macmap.org/en/covid19
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In terms of shipping, the impact was
felt earlier. In February 2020, Dry Cargo
International reported that “the Baltic Dry
Index has now reached lows last seen in early
ZKHQWKHVKLSSLQJVHFWRUZDVVXHULQJ
a supply and demand imbalance in the wake
of the 2008-09 global economic crisis”13. As
containment measures were imposed by
governments, such as lockdowns, restrictions
of movement and stricter quarantine
measures, shipping also slowed down.

Map 2: COVID-19: Government Response Stringency Index – March 31, 2020

6SHFLȴFWRWKHFRQWH[WLQ6\ULDZDVDQRWDEOHGHOD\
in the legalization of documents. Suppliers were
unable to reach certain Syrian consulates due to
international and internal borders closing for the
movement of individuals. As these legalization
documents are required to be handled in person
and not through third party courier services,
suppliers were unable to receive the approvals
required to travel or cross Syrian international
borders.

©WFP/Hussam Al Saleh

The Baltic Dry Index (BDI) is often used as a
UHȵHFWLRQRIVKLSSLQJKHDOWKVWDWXVΖWDFWVDVD
‘blood-line’ for the global market, allowing goods –
such as rice and wheat to move in bulk on the ‘most
representative’ routes. The BDI indicated that the

price of rice reached a small peak on 29 April, before
doubling in June. In contrast, the increase in price
for wheat was gradual and less pronounced, despite
Russian export restrictions, which were expected to
increase world wheat prices as Russia is one of the
largest exporters of wheat in the world.

Despite the mitigation measures imposed by the
Government of Syria (GoS), all borders remained
open for the movement of commercial cargo. Both
Tartous and Lattakia ports remained operational
throughout, as well as the overland border
crossings from Lebanon at Jdeideh and Arida. The
border with Jordan remained open for commercial
cargo transit, though with export restrictions put
LQSODFHE\-RUGDQLDQDXWKRULWLHVVSHFLȴFDSSURYDOV
ZHUHQHFHVVDU\IRUWKHLPSRUWRIZKHDWȵRXUWR
Syria. There were also some positive developments
on facilitation of importation and granting of import
license, including a decree issued on 29 March
2020 that allowed traders to import wheat, which
had previously been restricted only to GoS.
It is worth noting that problems encountered with
the importation of wheat over the past year have
been linked primarily to the issue of accessing
foreign currency, rather than to COVID-19 or
related mitigation measures. It has been reported

that the General Establishment for Cereal
Processing and Trade (GECPT) in Syria – responsible
for the purchasing and public marketing of cereals,
LQFOXGLQJZKHDWȂPDGHRHUVWRLPSRUW
tonnes of wheat from Russia, but failed to complete
the purchase due to problems accessing US dollars
ȆVWXFNȇLQWKH/HEDQHVHȴQDQFLDOV\VWHP14.
Importers and wholesalers explained that they
had experienced delays in importation or arrival
of shipments during March 2020, when the main
food producing countries started introducing
lockdowns15. Data from Oxford University’s
Coronavirus Government Response Tracker (Map
2 below) clearly indicates that as of 31 March, the
strict measures put in place globally corresponded
to the challenges faced in the delays in importation
of food items into Syria during March and April, as
they prepared for the surge in demand during the
month of Ramadan (23 April – 23 May 2020).

KWWSVZZZGU\FDUJRPDJFRPJOREDOVKLSSLQJKLWE\FRURQDYLUXV
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Wholesalers advised that typically during Ramadan
they tend to work 24 hours a day, seven days a week
ZLWKWKUHHGLHUHQWVKLIWVIRUZRUNHUVWRHQVXUH
supply meets demand. This year, due to COVID-19

curfew restrictions, they could only work eight hours
a day during the working week, and further reduced
hours during the weekend. This meant that food
LWHPVZHUHFRPLQJRWKHVKHOIIDVWHUWKDQWKH\
could be replenished, leading to shortages and
increases in the price of many food items.
This issue was largely addressed by early-April when
SDFNDJLQJȴUPVZHUHGHHPHGȆFULWLFDOMREVȇE\WKH
Syrian Government and could circumvent curfew
movement restrictions. In fact, an increase in prices
IRUIRRGLWHPVZDVQRWHGLQWKHȴUVWFRXSOHRI
weeks from the moment of curfew implementation,
followed by a slight levelling of prices in-line with
the loosening of restrictions in April and early
May. This period of relative price stabilization also
coincided with the second part of Ramadan, when
the demand for goods typically falls.

©WFP/Jessica Lawson

IMPORT DISRUPTIONS FOR SYRIA

While it was clear from the circular that the
“centres of selling items” were excluded from such
restrictions, imposition of the curfew and limitations
RQPRYHPHQWGHIDFWRDHFWHGWKHSURGXFWLRQ
capacity of importers and wholesalers. For example,
some WFP workers were unable to access the
workplace, thus reducing WFP’s regular packaging
capacity. Some of the wholesalers mentioned that
movement restrictions impacted their packaging
capacity, especially when compared to the demand
for food items, which was high due to preparation
for stricter lockdown measures, as well as partly in
preparation for Ramadan festivities.

0DS6\ULDȂ0DLQZKHDWSURGXFWLRQDUHDVDQGȵRZV

SECTION 3

IMPACT ON SYRIAN
FOOD MARKETS
LOCAL FOOD MARKET
CONDITIONS
Syria has historically been a strong
agrarian economy. Much of the
country’s cropland lies in the northeast, north and central parts of
the country, including notably the
governorates of Al-Hasakeh, ArRaqqa, Aleppo, Hama, Homs, and
Rural Damascus. Agriculture in the
western governorates of Lattakia,
Tartous and Idleb is known to largely
centre on citrus fruits, apples, olives
and vegetable cultivation. While the
Badia region, a stretch of semi-arid
land in central Syria covering around
55 percent of the country, is primarily
used for livestock grazing.

18
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While Syria cultivates a number of crops;
namely barley, cotton, tobacco, sugar
beet, lentils, chickpeas, fava beans,
peas, vegetables, citrus fruits, olives and
herbs, its main staple is wheat. Up to 40
percent of wheat grain is cultivated in
Al-Hasakeh governorate, with Ar-Raqqa,
Aleppo, Hama and Homs governorates
contributing much of the remaining 60
percent. Some wheat is also cultivated
in Rural Damascus governorate and in
the southern governorates of Dar’a and
Quneitra and in the irrigated land of Deirez-Zor governorate. As a result, much of
WKHZKHDWWUDGHȵRZJRHVIURPQRUWKHDVW
and northern parts of the country towards
western and southern Syria (Map 3).

6\ULDLVFXUUHQWO\DZKHDWGHȴFLWFRXQWU\PHDQLQJ
it does not produce enough wheat annually to
meet its own needs. In 2019, wheat production
was 2.2 million tonnes, below the estimated total
utilization requirement of 4.5 million tonnes (of
which 3.5 million tonnes is for food use) and below
the 4.1 million tonnes pre-crisis (2002-11) national
average production level. In 2020, it is estimated
that wheat production in Syria will be around 2.8
million tonnes with only around 0.8 million tonnes
produced in GoS controlled areas16.
Syria heavily depends on markets for its food
security. Already in 2010 over 50 percent of Syrians
were reported to be living in urban areas, making
markets essential in providing Syrians with their food
needs. The crisis, international sanctions, and the
more frequent erratic weather patterns experienced
by Syria over the last 50 years has meant that ever
more Syrians are depending on markets to meet
their food needs. National food security assessments
conducted in 2019 by WFP and the Central Bureau
of Statistics as well as with the Food Security Cluster

(the 2019 Food Security Assessment/Food Security
and Livelihoods Assessment (FSA/FSLA)) found that
89 percent of Syrians reported markets as their main
source of food.
Even though historically being an agricultural
country, years of crisis and resulting mass
displacement of people from their land, as well
as heavy infrastructural damage and looting, has
meant that Syrians now more than ever depend
on imports for their food security, economic
production and access to key non-food items. Some
NH\LPSRUWHGFRPPRGLWLHVDUHULFHZKHDWȵRXU
vegetable oil, sugar, tea, fertilizer, petrol, sanitary
products, medicine, vaccines and replacement
items for machines. However, more than nine years
RIFULVLVKDVFULSSOHGWKHȴQDQFLDODELOLW\RIPDQ\
traders to purchase goods and has limited the
purchasing power and liquidity of consumers. This
KDVUHVXOWHGLQWUDGHUVQRWȴQGLQJDGHTXDWHEX\HU
markets for their commodities, as well as forcing
traders to buy and store fewer goods as a riskmitigation measure to avoid losses.


$O-D]HHUDȊ6\ULDIDFHVVHYHUHEUHDGVKRUWDJHVDV86VDQFWLRQVZRUVHQHFRQRP\ȋKWWSVZZZDOMD]HHUDFRPDMLPSDFWV\ULDIDFHVVHYHUHEUHDGVKRUWDJHVVDQFWLRQVZRUVHQHFRQRP\KWPO
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COVID-19 has added a further layer of complexity
to the context, forcing all non-food businesses
and non-essential services to temporarily shut
while food businesses had to restructure their
operations to ensure they complied with the
required COVID-19 mitigation measures. While
most COVID-19 movement restriction measures
KDYHVLQFHEHHQOLIWHGWKHFRPELQHGHHFWRI
business closures as well as Ramadan festivities
led to panic-buying and as a result, to an increase
in the price of commodities. The increase in prices
KDGDOUHDG\EHHQDHFWLQJ6\ULDEHIRUH&29Ζ'19
and has continued since the main COVID-19 related
restrictions were removed, outlining the much
deeper underlying structural economic issues
instigating the rise in prices of goods in Syria.
Nevertheless, COVID-19 containment measures are
further impacting prices in Syria, and a similar trend
can be expected if movement restriction measures
are re-imposed in the coming months.

©WFP/Jessica Lawson

Increases in fuel prices and the depreciation of the
Syrian pound meant that food prices in Syria had
already been on the rise since late 2018. However,
IRRGSULFHLQFUHDVHVDFFHOHUDWHGVLJQLȴFDQWO\LQ
2019, especially after the start of the Lebanese
ȴQDQFLDOFULVLVLQ2FWREHU7KHȴQDQFLDO
crisis caused banks in Lebanon to restrict release
of funds to bank account holders. Many Syrians
have a bank account in Lebanon and as such are
no longer able to access their savings17, which
are estimated to amount to around 45 billion US
dollars18. The inaccessibility of US dollar accounts in
Lebanon has heavily impacted Syrian traders who
used Lebanese banks to facilitate their trade on
the international market. With reduced availability
of US dollars on the Lebanese market, demand on
US dollars grew in Syria and the Syrian currency
started depreciating ever faster vis-à-vis the US
dollar, which in turn pushed-up commodity prices.

IMPACT ON TRADERS
The high degree of disruption to traders’ business
caused by the worsening economic situation in
Lebanon and Syria, which has been further deepened
by the temporary COVID-19 movement restrictions
and business closures in Syria, is evident. Every day,
QXPHURXVDUWLFOHVVSHDNRIWKHHHFWVRIGHHSURRWHG
structural economic problems in the country, without
failing to report on the most recent increases in the price
of goods, and the latest disruptions to the economic
and agricultural sectors. All highlighting the increased
inability of Syrians to purchase their required needs.
Remittances, a key lifeline for many Syrians have
DOVREHHQDHFWHG)RUH[DPSOHWKH6\ULDQ0LQLVWU\
of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform (MAAR) recently
announced that more than 70 percent of chicken
farmers in Syria stopped production due to the high
costs of production (mainly linked to the high cost of
key feed ingredients such as soybean and maize)20, and
since the article was written (25 June 2020) another
seven poultry farms have been reported to have gone
out of business in Quneitra21. Moreover, butchers are
reporting that sales of lamb meat are down 80 percent
compared to levels last year, due to the high price of
meat and people’s low purchasing power which had a
heavy impact the meat industry. Key industries such as
pharmaceuticals22 and packaging factories have also
EHHQIHHOLQJWKHHHFWVRIWKHHFRQRPLFFULVLVΖQFUHDVHG
crime rates have been reported23, especially in urban
areas and there have also been reports of people
resorting to sale of organs on the informal market to
make ends meet24.
The external economic context further constricted in
June 2020, when the United States’ Caesar Syria Civilian
Protection Act (also known as the ‘Caesar Act’) came
into force, imposing additional unilateral sanctions
DQGȴQDQFLDOUHVWULFWLRQVRQERWK6\ULDQDQGIRUHLJQ
individuals and organizations doing business with the
government of Syria. The Caesar Act sanctions have
further limited possible trade deals by Syria with foreign
countries and companies25$NQRFNRQHHFWRIWKH
worsening macro-economic environment in Syria has
been the extreme volatility of the value of the Syrian
pound, which plummeted from SYP 1,775/USD 1 on 01
June to SYP 3,200/USD 1 on 08 June to then stabilise
around SYP 2,500/USD 1 by mid-June. Following the high
volatility on the informal exchange rate, Syria’s Prime

Minister was relieved of his duties on 11 June and by 16
June the Syrian Central Bank announced the devaluation
of the Syrian currency from SYP 700/USD 1 to SYP 1,250/
USD 1. These measures have for the time being (as
of mid-September 2020) succeeded in stabilizing the
informal exchange rate which by mid-September 2020
had gradually reduced to around SYP 2,200/USD.
Nevertheless, a number of protective measures were
introduced by some regions in Syria in June 2020 to
guard them from the impact of a possible further
weakening of the Syrian pound. For example, cities in
opposition-held north-western Syria such as in Afrin,
Azaz, Al-Rai, Marea, Jarablus, Al-Bab and part of Idleb,
announced in mid-June the adoption of the Turkish Lira
due to the weakening SYP. The Turkish Lira is now a
legal currency in these areas. Furthermore, the Kurdish
Self Administration (KSA) issued two decisions on 06
-XQHWKDWHHFWLYHO\SURKLELWVWKHVDOHRIZKHDWJUDLQE\
farmers to other actors in Syria in an attempt to ensure
wheat grain would not be sold elsewhere. This will likely
lead to reduced wheat supply for the Syrian government
in the 2020-21 marketing year.
)ROORZLQJWKHRɝFLDOGHYDOXDWLRQRIWKH6\ULDQSRXQG
to SYP 1,250/USD, the Central Bank of Syria announced
on 21 June 2020 that as a result of reduced US dollar
liquidity, from July 2020 onwards, it will no longer
include food in its priority commodities for accessing
US dollars26. This announcement sent shockwaves
through the country as food imports such as rice,
sugar, wheat and vegetable oil, which Syrians heavily
consume and traders import and sell-on, will see
further price hikes and will likely no longer be imported
in the future. Wholesalers are already reviewing their
business models and some large Syrian wholesalers WFP
LQWHUYLHZHGLQ-XQHFRQȴUPHGWKDWLIWKHUHLVQR
change on accessing foreign currency, the wholesalers
will stop importing food items, as it would no longer
be economically feasible for them to import the items,
seeing that they would have to purchase the US dollars
on the informal market (which is illegal and punishable
with a three year prison sentence) at a rate which
currently is around SYP 2,200/USD, while the traders
would be subjected by government regulation to sell
WKHLULPSRUWHGLWHPVDWWKHRɝFLDOH[FKDQJHUDWH 6<3
1,250/USD), hereby making an equivalent loss of around
50 cents on the dollar.

KWWSVVKDPUDV\QHZVDUWLFOHEDDEGGHEGEGF
https://www.alwatanonline.com/
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At least 100 medications no longer found in Syria: https://www.qasioun-news.com/ar/articles/
Increase in crime rates in Syria following worsening of economic situation in the country: https://english.enabbaladi.net/archives/2020/08/crimes-in-syria-media-coverage-increases-anxiety/
22
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Kidney selling in Damascus: Halab Today Article; Kidney selling by Syrian refugees in Turkey: https://www.cbsnews.com/news/desperate-syrian-refugees-selling-organs-to-survive/
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/31 Caesar Act impact on trade between Syria and Lebanon
5HPRYLQJIRRGVWXVIURPWKHLPSRUWȴQDQFLQJOLVWȐGLGWKHFHQWUDOORVHWKHFRPSDVV"ȋKWWSVVSWRGD\FRPQHZV
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With the backdrop of these troubling economic
trends, WFP in May and June 2020 conducted
phone and face-to-face interviews with 230 retailers
and wholesalers across Syria. WFP conducted
interviews with 81 retailers and 27 wholesalers in
May 2020 and 90 retailers and 32 wholesalers in
June 2020. The interviews covered traders trading
in dry food commodities such as grains, sugar,
vegetable oil, pulses and canned food, traders
trading in fresh food commodities such as fruit and
vegetables as well as livestock traders. The retailer
interviews covered 109 traders not currently
holding a contract with WFP and 62 traders
currently holding a contract with WFP to asses if
having a business partnership with WFP through
WFP’s cash-based transfers (CBT) activities enabled
WUDGHUVWRPDQDJHWKHLUEXVLQHVVGLHUHQWO\DQG
ensured traders were able to address the impact of
the economic turmoil on their business better.
3UHOLPLQDU\ȴQGLQJVIRXQGWKDWZKLOHQDWLRQDO
wholesalers continued supplying their products
country-wide, it was the smaller wholesalers based
outside of Damascus who primarily experienced
a reduction in their geographical coverage for
trade. Around 19 percent of interviewed wheat
ȵRXUZKROHVDOHUVUHSRUWHGUHGXFHGJHRJUDSKLFDO
coverage (no longer trading in certain governorates)
in May and June compared to the pre-COVID-19
(February 2020) period, followed by a 12 percent
reduction of geographical coverage by wholesalers
trading in pulses, 11 percent reduction by
ZKROHVDOHUVWUDGLQJLQZKLWHULFHȴYHSHUFHQW
geographical reduction by wholesalers trading in
fruit and vegetables. No changes in geographical
market coverage were reported for sugar, vegetable
oil and canned tuna. The geographical coverage
reductions reported by wholesalers between May/
June 2020 and February 2020 are a likely indication
of changing supply chain dynamics, which may lead
to trade business closures for some, and growing
monopolization of segments of the market by
others. This in turn would likely lead to a reduced

variety of products available on local markets at
increased prices.
In terms of stock levels of commodities, wholesalers
mentioned that on average their stock holding
volumes fell by around 42 percent between midMarch 2020 and June 2020. The commodities that
reported the biggest stock reductions were sugar
(50 percent), canned tuna (48 percent), vegetable
RLO SHUFHQW ZKHDWȵRXUDQGZKLWHULFH 
percent) and pulses (32 percent). The reductions
were led by supply disruptions, a weaker Syrian
pound and worsening customer purchasing power
DHFWLQJGHPDQG
When questioned if they were worried of stocks
running out, 26 percent of interviewed wholesalers
in May mentioned that they thought they would run
out within 30 days compared with 38 percent in
-XQHKLJKOLJKWLQJKRZ-XQHVLJQLȴFDQWO\ZRUVHQHG
wholesaler supplies. The key items wholesalers
were worried they would run out of were sugar and
vegetable oil (reported by 68 percent of interviewed
wholesalers), followed by white rice (32 percent of
LQWHUYLHZHGZKROHVDOHUV DQGZKHDWȵRXUSXOVHV
and canned tuna (16 percent of interviewed
wholesalers).
Table 2 below outlines the percent of interviewed
retailers who believe they will run out of
commodities in the coming 30 days. Oils, fats (ghee
and butter) and sugar are the commodities which
were least supplied compared to their demand
across Syria, with the highest percent of traders
reporting to likely run out of these commodities,
followed by cereals, canned tuna, non-food
LWHPVDQGPHDWVȴVKDQGHJJVURRWVDQGWXEHUV
legumes, herbs and spices, fruits and vegetables,
dairy and livestock. It is evident by the responses
that imported commodities are the ones most
at risk of running out of stock. The worsening
exchange rate is very likely the cause, as these
products are relatively more expensive to import
now for traders and are also more expensive for
consumers to buy than before.

When looking further into detail at retailers’
responses in Table 2 we can divide them into two
FDWHJRULHVWKHȴUVWFDWHJRU\LQFOXGHVUHWDLOHUV
currently contracted by WFP in the framework of
the cash based transfer programme (CBT retailers),
WKURXJKZKLFKEHQHȴFLDULHVDUHSURYLGHGZLWKDQ
unrestricted value voucher to access food at retailer
outlets; and retailers not currently contracted by
WFP, which for simplicity will be called “non-CBT
retailers” in this report. From Table 2 we can see
that CBT retailers tend to be less worried than
non-CBT retailers about running out of stock. The
UHDVRQLVOLNHO\WKHFRQVWDQWDQGSUHGLFWDEOHȵRZ
RILQFRPHIURP:)3EHQHȴFLDULHVUHGHHPLQJWKHLU
vouchers at their shop on a monthly basis, which
HQVXUHVDFRQVWDQWȵRZRILQFRPHHYHQWKRXJK
sales outside the CBT programme are diminishing.
The only exception to this trend seems to be
oil, fats and sugar which CBT retailers are more
concerned to run out of than non-CBT retailers.
Increased prices and reduced purchasing power
have also led to more credit to be requested to
wholesalers and retailers by their customers.
Up to 75 percent of wholesalers and 64 percent
of retailers reported that there had been an
increase in the request of credit by their customers
compared to the pre-COVID (before 15 March)
period. For wholesalers the average increase
in number of customers requesting credit was
30 percent higher than before 15 March 2020

while for retailers an average 35 percent more
customers requested credit in May-June 2020 than
before 15 March 2020. However, CBT retailers
reported considerably fewer percent of customers
requesting credit (42 percent) compared to the preCOVID period than non-CBT retailers (75 percent),
OLNHO\EHFDXVHZLWKWKH&%7YRXFKHUEHQHȴFLDULHV
were less in need for credit.
Even though credit requests have been increasing,
wholesalers reduced their provision of credit
from an average 63 percent of customers in May
to 31 percent in June, while retailers reduced
provision of credit to customers from an average
52 percent in May to 40 percent in June. In terms
RIWKHGLHUHQFHEHWZHHQ&%7UHWDLOHUVDQGQRQ
CBT retailers, the former tends to give credit to
fewer customers than the latter, while the average
total amount of credit provided compared to the
previous month’s sales was the same for both
CBT-retailers and non-CBT retailers (21 percent
of their previous month’s total sales) an amount
which did not vary much between May and June.
Wholesalers instead saw a reduction in the amount
of previous month’s sales that were on credit, which
reduced from 37 percent in May to 21 percent in
-XQHKLJKOLJKWLQJDVLJQLȴFDQWUHGXFWLRQLQSURYLGHG
credit which has led to reduced purchasing
volumes for retailers depending on wholesalers to
supply them with goods. It is also worth mentioning
that the overall decrease in the credit extension has

©WFP/Tarek Jacob
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Table 2: Percent of retailers mentioning that are worried they will be out of stock in 30 days

Source: WFP

2QO\WKHNH\ȴQGLQJVRIWKHWUDGHUVȇLQWHUYLHZVKDYHEHHQLQFOXGHGLQWKLVVHFWLRQ$PRUHLQGHSWKUHYLHZGHOYLQJGHHSHULQWRWKHLQWHUYLHZ
ȴQGLQJVZLOOEHSURYLGHGLQDVHSDUDWHUHSRUW
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also been led by the rapidly changing exchange rate
DQGVRDULQJLQȵDWLRQZKLFKDVDUHVXOWJHQHUDWHV
greater losses for traders extending credit.
Considering reduced credit availability, traders have
been reporting big reductions in their customers’
purchasing patterns compared to pre-COVID times.
Wholesalers reported that in June 72 percent of
their customers had reduced their purchases,
this was up from 67 percent in May. The main
commodities retailers are buying less of from
wholesalers are vegetable oil and white rice which
are both down 66 percent compared to pre-15
March 2020 followed by sugar and pulses both
down 61 percent, canned tuna down 44 percent,

ZKHDWȵRXUGRZQSHUFHQWDQGYHJHWDEOHVDQG
fruit down 17 percent.
Retailers are also reporting big reductions in their
customers’ purchasing patterns compared to
before 15 March 2020. Retailers reported in June,
that 80 percent of their customers reduced their
purchases, this was up from 64 percent in May.
The main commodities traders reported families
are buying less of are: canned tuna (down 59
percent), followed by vegetable oil and fats (down
54 percent), sugar (down 47 percent), cereals (down
38 percent) and meat and eggs (down 35 percent).
A further breakdown per commodity is available in
Table 3.

Table 3: Items customers are buying less of than before 15 March

Interviewed traders reported that on average,
families purchased 70 percent less livestock in
May-June 2020 compared to pre-15 March 2020,
followed by 62 percent reduction in quantity of
canned tuna, 54 percent reduction in non-food
LWHPVDQGSHUFHQWUHGXFWLRQLQPHDWȴVKDQG

eggs. Highlighting, the degree to which rising food
prices and limited household purchasing power is
DHFWLQJKRXVHKROGVȇOLYHOLKRRGVIRRGVHFXULW\DQG
nutrition. A further breakdown per commodity is
available in Table 4.

Chart 1: Wholesalers’ top constraints to trader since
15 March 2020

When comparing retailers’ answers on top
constraints to trade by their service extension to
CBT, more CBT retailers rate high prices as a top
constraint than non-CBT retailers while more nonCBT retailers reported the unstable exchange rate
as a top constraint than CBT retailers. Although
PRUH&%7UHWDLOHUVUHSRUWHGWRKDYHGLɝFXOW\
with the COVID-19 movement restrictions than
non-CBT traders, an equal percent of interviewed
traders mentioned reduced operating hours (due
to COVID-19) as a top constraint. Furthermore,
of interest is that while some non-CBT retailers
Chart 3: CBT retailers’ top constraints to trader since
15 March 2020

Chart 2: Retailers’ top constraints to trader since 15
March 2020

mentioned client liquidity and shortage of supply
from wholesalers as a top constraint, this was not
the case for CBT-retailers. Highlighting that CBTUHWDLOHUVDUHQRWDVDHFWHGE\FOLHQWOLTXLGLW\VLQFH
:)3EHQHȴFLDULHVUHFHLYHYRXFKHUVWRVSHQGLQ&%7
retailer shops. Furthermore, CBT retailers are not
DVDHFWHGE\VKRUWDJHRIVXSSO\IURPZKROHVDOHUV
likely because wholesalers know that WFP will be
paying the retailers and therefore there is less
risk for the CBT retailer defaulting on paying back
wholesaler supplies.
Chart 4: Non-CBT retailers’ top constraints to trader
since 15 March 2020
&29Ζ'P ovHPent restULFWions 
/DFN oIRZn FDSLtaO 1 0%

Table 4: Average percent decrease in customer purchases by item in May-June 2020 compared to pre-15 March
&29Ζ' r eduFHd
RSeratinJ houUV5%

2WheU%
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+LJK interest rate o n
FUHGit0%

ShortaJH o IsuSSO\IroP
ZKROHVDOHUV %

prices as they likely have limited capital compared
to wholesalers and therefore are less able to
face the increased procurement costs as well as
the reduced income from customers spending
less. A lack of own capital and client liquidity were
issues reported by both wholesalers and retailers
alike. COVID-19-related constraints (movement
restrictions and reduced operating hours) were
also mentioned as a key constraint for both
wholesalers and retailers even though rates were
much lower than for the unstable exchange rate
and high prices.

/RZdePDQG

COLHQtsO LTuidity
avDLODELOLty%
8QstabOH H[FKanJH r atH
%
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With a worsening economic situation, traders
were asked to outline what have been their top
constraints to trade since 15 March 2020. Charts
1 and 2 below outline the top constraints for
wholesalers and retailers (includes both CBT
and non-CBT retailers), respectively. While both
wholesalers and retailers noted the unstable
exchange rate and high prices to be their top
constraints since 15 March, the unstable exchange
UDWHDHFWHGZKROHVDOHUVPRUHDVWKH\DUHPRUH
engaged with imports than retailers, while retailers
reported having greater trouble with the high

FeZSHRSOHFRntroO the
PDUNet 1%

+LJKSULFHV RI
FRPPoditLHV %
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MARKET PRICE TRENDS

PRICE MONITORING
METHODOLOGY

©WFP/Fadi Halabi

SECTION 4

WFP monitors the price of
commodities on a weekly basis
from 57 markets across Syria
(Map 4). In total the prices of
47 commodities are monitored,
and of these, 36 commodities
are food items. The price of each
commodity is monitored from at
OHDVWWKUHHGLHUHQWWUDGHUVSHU
market and averaged by market to
address possible outliers in price
data collection. All governorates
in Syria are covered by WFP’s food
price monitoring system which
covers both urban and rural
markets in each governorate. Food
price data has been collected in
Syria since May 2013 allowing for
trend analysis, and all food price
data is made freely accessible at:
https://dataviz.vam.wfp.org/
economic_explorer/prices
A full breakdown of prices of key food
and non-food items between October
2019 and June 2020 can be found in
Annex 2 at the end of this report.
Map 4: WFP Syria Food Price Data Collection
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SYP/USD EXCHANGE RATE
ΖQHDUO\2FWREHUWKHRɝFLDO6<386'H[FKDQJH
rate was SYP 434/USD 1, where it had been pegged
since December 2017. The informal exchange rate
stood at SYP 636/USD 1, unchanged month-onmonth (m-o-m) and up 28 percent in year-on-year
(y-o-y) comparisons. Since the onset of the Lebanese
ȴQDQFLDOFULVLVLQ2FWREHUWKHYDOXHRIWKH6\ULDQ
pound has weakened dramatically. By March 2020
the monthly average informal exchange rate had
depreciated to SYP 1,115/USD 1 with the value of the
Syrian pound weakening by 45 percent compared
to October 2019. By June 2020 the monthly average
informal exchange rate had plummeted further to
SYP 2,505/USD, weakening the value of the Syrian
pound by 64 percent compared to March 2020 and
by 75 percent compared to October 2019 vis-a-vis the

SYRIA FOOD PRICE TRENDS

Across Syria, food prices have been increasing
dramatically over the past year. This is evident when
reviewing the trends in the nationwide average cost of
WFP’s standard reference food basket. In June 2019,
the national average cost of the reference basket
was SYP 24,705. In October 2019, the cost of the
basket reached SYP 25,424 (up three percent since
June 2019). By February 2020, the cost of the same
basket had increased to SYP 39,986 (up 57 percent
and up 61 percent since June 2019) as a result of the
impact of the worsening exchange rate on the price
of food in Syria. By March 2020 the cost of the basket
had increased by a further 9.5 percent m-o-m as
COVID-19 panic buying and movement restrictions
started to impact prices, with the basket’s average
price reaching SYP 43,774 (up 72 percent since
October 2019 and 77 percent since June 2019). In
April 2020, the food basked increased by 16 percent
m-o-m, reaching SYP 50,962 and in May 2020 by a
further 11 percent m-o-m, reaching SYP 56,668. In
June 2020, the national average food basket price
increased dramatically by 48 percent reaching SYP
84,095 (up 231 percent since October 2019 and
240 percent since June 2019) mostly as a result of a
heavily weakened informal exchange rate (Chart 6).

Chart 6: WFP reference food basket national average
2019-2020

86GROODU'XHWRWKHȴQDQFLDOFULVLVLQ/HEDQRQDQG
its impact on trade and linked economic transactions
LQ6\ULD7KH6\ULDQ&HQWUDO%DQNGHYDOXHGWKHRɝFLDO
exchange rate to SYP 700/USD 1 in November 2019
DQGIXUWKHUGHYDOXHGWKHRɝFLDOH[FKDQJHUDWHWR6<3
1,256/USD 128 in June 2020 (Chart 5).
&KDUW2ɝFLDODQGLQIRUPDO6<386'H[FKDQJHUDWHV
in Syria

Looking closer at the weekly evolution of the national
average food basket price between the third week
of March 2020 (when COVID-19 related movement
restriction measures were put in place) and the end of
June 2020 (Chart 8), it is possible to notice an upward
trend with three distinct price shocks:

While all governorates in Syria reported increases
in their average reference food basket prices by
over 100 percent between the third week of March
2020 and the last week June 2020, Idleb governorate
consistently reported the highest average reference
basket in Syria, from SYP 50,850 on the 3rd week of
March to SYP 116,287 during the fourth week of June
(up 129 percent). Southern Syria (covering Damascus,
Rural Damascus, Quneitra, Dar’a and As-Sweida
governorates) stood out as the region reporting the
largest increase in average food basket prices over
this period with food prices in Rural Damascus up 144
percent, in Quneitra up 143 percent, in Dar’a up 136
percent and in As-Sweida up 134 percent (Chart 7).
Chart 7: WFP average reference food basket by
governorate in Syria: 2019-2020
Governorate

Price June 2020 m-o-m change

y-o-y change

Aleppo

SYP

77,149

47%

225%

Damascus

SYP

86,442

52%

280%

Dar’a

SYP

84,779

39%

220%

Deir-ez-Zor

SYP

78,549

61%

183%

Hama

SYP

76,704

43%

213%

Al-Hasakeh

SYP

88,619

41%

245%

Homs

SYP

77,212

43%

212%

Idleb

SYP

107,891

52%

353%

Lattakia

SYP

76,822

38%

202%

Ar-Raqqa

SYP

85,970

38%

229%

Rural Damascus SYP

87,522

62%

293%

As-Sweida

SYP

79,379

48%

247%

Tartous

SYP

81,777

45%

224%

Quneitra

SYP

88,520

78%

263%

Average

SYP

84,095

48%

240%

81RɝFLDOH[FKDQJHUDWHZDVVHWDW6<386'
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:KHQORRNLQJVSHFLȴFDOO\DWWKH&29Ζ'PRYHPHQW
restriction period (from the third week of March to
WKHȴUVWZHHNRI-XQH WKHQDWLRQDODYHUDJHIRRG
basket price increased by 36 percent, with north-east
Syria (NES) as well as Idleb governorate reporting the
highest percent increases in price of the reference
basket: Deir-ez-Zor governorate up 48 percent,
Al-Hasakeh governorate up 45 percent, Ar-Raqqa
governorate up 41 percent and Idleb governorate up
41 percent; highlighting how the COVID-19 movement
restrictions helped fuel food price increases.

7KHȴUVWSULFHVKRFNRFFXUUHGEHWZHHQWKHWKLUG
and fourth weeks of March, when the national
average price of the WFP reference food basket
increased by 18 percent, reaching SYP 49,070. This
shock was largely led by people’s panic buying,
spurred by the fear that shops would not be open
to sell goods during Ramadan. One interviewed
wholesaler mentioned that they typically pre-position
three months’ worth of goods for the two months
covering Ramadan, which usually is enough to cover
the increased demand during Ramadan. This year,
however, panic buying caused the three months’
equivalent of goods to be sold in less than one
month.
Following the jump in prices between the third and
fourth weeks of March, there was a period of relative
VWDELOLW\EHWZHHQWKHȴUVWZHHNRI$SULODQGWKHȴUVW
week of May, where prices increased by six percent
overall. The relative price stability was induced by
the general understanding that food shops in Syria
would remain open throughout COVID-19 movement
restrictions. This helped reduce panic buying, which
in turn reduced demand pressure on goods, helping
to minimize price increases. Furthermore, the rush
in panic buying at the end of March also meant that
most Syrians had already bought their food needs
for Ramadan. In fact, the price of the reference food
basket even fell by two percent during the last week
RI$SULODQGȴUVWZHHNRI0D\SRVVLEO\GXHWRORZHU
demand. The gradual relaxing of COVID-19 movement
restrictions also helped instil ease and helped stabilize
prices somewhat.

fuelled uncertainty and speculation in the Syrian
economy and led to a worsening of the informal
exchange rate, which weakened further from SYP
1,290/USD 1 to SYP 1,800/USD 1. The worsening
informal exchange rate in-turn pushed the price of
commodities up.
This was followed by a couple of weeks of stable
prices while markets adapted to the new price
levels before the third shock, when a dramatic jump
LQSULFHVWRRNSODFHEHWZHHQWKHȴUVWDQGVHFRQG
week of June, with the national average price of WFP
national average reference food basket increasing by
39 percent. The third price shock was primarily led
by speculation on the likely impact of the enactment
of the so-called ‘Caesar Act’ on 17 June 2020 on
the Syrian economy as well as continued political
turbulence that continued to fuel instability of the
Syrian informal exchange rate and pushed up prices.
Between the second week of June and end June,
prices have somewhat stabilized again even though
on a gradual upward trend (up 6 percent).
In addition to the reference food basket price
increases, which increased by 120 percent between
the third week of March 2020 and the fourth week of
June 2020 (Chart 8), the gap between the highest and
lowest average reference food basket by governorate
has also widened throughout the COVID-19 period,
and has continued to widen further into June. In fact,
the gap between the highest and lowest average
food basket prices by governorate increased by 144
percent, highlighting a serious deterioration of the
Syrian food supply chain while demonstrating the
GLɝFXOW\RILPSOHPHQWLQJDQGHQIRUFLQJSULFHFRQWUROV
across the country as traders speculate freely on
pricing their goods.
While future price increases are likely, it is important
WRQRWHWKDWVLQFHWKHRɝFLDOGHYDOXDWLRQRIWKH6\ULDQ
pound to SYP 1,256/USD on 16 March, the informal
exchange has stabilised at around SYP 2,200/USD (as
of mid-September), possibly outlining a longer period
of relative stability on markets with gradual increases
in prices.
Chart 8: Mx vs. min national average cost of food basket
(SYP) over COVID-19 period (March – June 2020)

The second shock was the jump in prices between
WKHȴUVWDQGWKHWKLUGZHHNRI0D\ZKHQWKHQDWLRQDO
average reference food basket jumped by 13 percent,
led primarily by domestic political turbulence. This
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CEREAL PRICES

EGYPTIAN WHITE RICE
In June 2019, the national average price of Egyptian
white rice was SYP 404/kg. In October 2019, the
QDWLRQDODYHUDJHSULFHRIZKHDWȵRXUZDV6<3
kg (up two percent m-o-m). By March 2020, the
price increased by 14 percent (m-o-m), reaching
SYP 882/kg, increased by another 14 percent in
April (m-o-m) reaching SYP 1,005/kg, and by one
percent in May (m-o-m) reaching SYP 1018/kg. In
June 2020, the national average price of Egyptian
white rice reached SYP 1,423/kg (up 40 percent
m-o-m (Chart 10). Between the third week of March
DQGȴUVWZHHNRI-XQH WKH&29Ζ'ORFNGRZQ
period) the national average price of white rice
increased by 35 percent, while in comparison just
EHWZHHQWKHȴUVWDQGIRXUWKZHHNVRI-XQH
the national average price of white rice increased
by 45 percent (reaching SYP 1,619/kg).

(reaching SYP 939/kg), highlighting how deeper
structural economic factors are at play in Syria and
DUHKDYLQJPRUHVLJQLȴFDQWLPSDFWRQSULFHVWKDQ
the COVID-19 movement restrictions.
&KDUW5HWDLOSULFHVRIZKHDWȵRXU6<3

In June 2019, the national average price of bulgur
was SYP 318/kg. In October 2019, the national
average price of bulgur increased to SYP 348/
kg (up two percent m-o-m). By March 2020, the
price nearly doubled, reaching SYP 648/kg (up 17
percent m-o-m). It then increased by 18 percent in
April (m-o-m) reaching SYP 767/kg and by a further
10 percent in May (m-o-m), reaching SYP 845/kg.
By June 2020, the national average price of bulgur
had reached SYP 1,135/kg (up 34 percent m-o-m
and 256 percent y-o-y) – Chart 11. Between the
WKLUGZHHNRI0DUFKDQGȴUVWZHHNRI-XQH WKH
COVID-19 lockdown period) the national average
price of bulgur increased by 41 percent, while
LQFRPSDULVRQMXVWEHWZHHQWKHȴUVWDQGIRXUWK
weeks of June 2020 the national average price of

white rice increased by 36 percent (reaching SYP
1,214/kg).
Chart 11: Retail prices of bulgur, SYP

BREAD PRICES
3ULRUWRWKH6\ULDQFRQȵLFWDEXQGOHRISXEOLF
(government subsidised) bread was sold at SYP 15/
bundle (1.5 kg) in 2011. By July 2014, the subsidized
bread price increased from SYP 15/bundle to SYP
25/bundle and then to SYP 35/bundle in early 2015.
By late 2015, the price of a bread bundle was set
at SYP 50 and by 2017, the weight of a bundle of
bread was reduced by the government from 1.5 kg
to 1.3 kg29. Ever since 2017 a public bread bundle
has been consistently sold around SYP 50/1.3
kg bundle. Even with the worsening economic
situation in late 2019 (including the onset of the
ȴQDQFLDOFULVLV WKH6\ULDQJRYHUQPHQWPDQDJHGWR
provide public bread at SYP 50/bundle.

Chart 10: Retail prices of Egyptian white rice

©WFP/Fadi Halabi

WHEAT FLOUR
7KHSULFHRIFHUHDOV ZKHDWȵRXUULFHDQGEXOJXU 
across Syria has been increasing since October
2019 along with the general price increases
experienced across Syria since the onset of the
/HEDQHVHȴQDQFLDOFULVLVΖQ-XQHWKHSULFH
RIZKHDWȵRXUZDV6<3NJDQGUHPDLQHG
relatively stable until October 2019 when the
QDWLRQDODYHUDJHSULFHRIZKHDWȵRXUZDVVWLOO6<3
285/kg (but up three percent m-o-m). However, by
0DUFKWKHSULFHRIZKHDWȵRXULQFUHDVHGE\
22 percent m-o-m, reaching SYP 523/kg, increasing
by 15 percent in April (m-o-m) reaching SYP 604/kg
and increasing by a further seven percent in May
(m-o-m), reaching SYP 644/kg. Between the third
ZHHNRI0DUFKDQGȴUVWZHHNRI-XQH WKH&29Ζ'
ORFNGRZQSHULRG WKHSULFHRIZKHDWȵRXULQFUHDVHG
by 34 percent while in comparison just between
WKHȴUVWDQGIRXUWKZHHNVRI-XQHWKHQDWLRQDO
average price of wheat increased by 55 percent

BULGUR

However, with the arrival of COVID-19, the
subsequent curfew, movement restrictions and the
need for social distancing, it became increasingly
GLɝFXOWWRHQIRUFHVRFLDOGLVWDQFLQJUHTXLUHPHQWV
in and around bakeries. To address the issue,
Syrian authorities between late March and late
May proceeded to set up mobile bread distribution
points where government-approved agents were
allowed to sell bread at SYP 75/1.3 kg bundle.
Furthermore, public bread was also allowed to be
resold in shops at SYP 90/1.3 kg bundle.30
The newly introduced measures did ensure
bakeries were less crowded and did improve access
WREUHDGGXULQJDGLɝFXOWSHULRGZKHQ&29Ζ'
related restrictions were at their peak. Yet public
bread supply in bakeries was frequently reported to
be below demand and the price ceilings set for the
sale of public bread bundles via agents or resold via

VKRSVZDVGLɝFXOWWRHQIRUFH
In April 2020, the national average price of
subsidized bread increased by seven percent
compared to March 2020 reaching SYP 61/
bundle. In many governorates across Syria, it
was repeatedly reported that the bread agents
were selling the bread bundles at higher prices
WKDQWKHRɝFLDOSULFH)RUH[DPSOHLQ'HLUH]
Zor governorate, public bread reached SYP 106/
bundle (up 49 percent m-o-m) and in May 2020, the
national average price of subsidized bread was SYP
63/bundle, up three percent m-o-m. In June 2020,
the national average price of subsidized bread fell
WR6<3EXQGOH GRZQȴYHSHUFHQWPRP DVWKH
mobile agent-system was stopped across Syria due
to the lifting of COVID-19 movement restrictions,
causing the price of public bread to decrease (Chart
12).
While minimal increases were observed in the
price of public bread due to it being subsidised by
default, the price of commercially sold bread (resold
SXEOLFEUHDGLQVKRSV VKRZHGDYHU\GLHUHQW
trend. Between the third and fourth weeks of March
2020, the price of commercial bread increased
by a staggering 101 percent, reaching SYP 339/
bundle. Government measures, which reduced
EDNHU\RSHUDWLQJKRXUVLQGLHUHQWJRYHUQRUDWHV
combined with the selling of public bread through
agents and mobile bread distribution points,
forced many households to resort to commercial
bread, causing the price of commercial bread to
soar. However, prices fell quickly after the initial

(QDEEDODGLKWWSVHQJOLVKHQDEEDODGLQHWDUFKLYHVV\ULDQEUHDGDORDIZLWKWKHVPHOORIZDU2FWREHU
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increase, as panic buying subsided when bakeries
remained open and more bread selling points
were made available. Throughout April, the price
of commercial bread continued to fall, reaching
SYP 179/bundle; six percent above the prices seen
before the COVID-19-related sudden price spike in
the third week of March. However, throughout May
the national average price of commercial bread
started to increase once again due to a consistent
deterioration of the informal exchange rate which
pushed up the price of all goods across the country.
The price of a commercial bread bundle increased
to SYP 294/bundle by the second week of June and
KDVVOLJKWO\OHYHOOHGRVLQFHDVWKHLQIRUPDO6<3
USD exchange has stabilised somewhat (Chart 12).
Prior to June 2020, commercial bread bakeries
in north-east Syria (NES) were supported by the
Kurdish-Self Administration (KSA) through providing
ZKHDWȵRXUDWWKHVXEVLGL]HGSULFHRI6<3
50 kg bag. However, due to the deteriorating
exchange rate, by early June, commercial bakeries
in NES closed their bakeries on 06 June and reopened on Wednesday 10 June after setting a new
price for a commercial bread bundle (700 grams),
increasing the price from SYP 200/bundle to SYP
300/bundle.
Due to further pressure spurred by the
GHWHULRUDWLQJH[FKDQJHUDWHE\WKHȴUVWZHHNRI
July, KSA stopped supporting commercial bread
bakeries altogether. The commercial bakeries
closed for two days (11 and 12 July) and re-opened
with new prices (SYP 600/bundle and SYP 1,100/
two bundles) as commercial bakeries in NES now
ERXJKWWKHLUZKHDWȵRXUIURPWKHPDUNHWDW6<3
33,000/50 kg bag. As result, the demand on GoS
subsidized bread in GoS controlled areas of NES,
LQFUHDVHGVLJQLȴFDQWO\
Prior to the onset of the Syrian crisis, Syria would
on average produce 4.1 million tonnes of wheat
HDFK\HDU$VVXFKWKHFRXQW\ZDVVHOIVXɝFLHQW
in wheat, and would sell around 1.5 million tonnes
for export. However, over the course of the crisis
(2010-2019), Syria has only managed to produce
an average of 2.3 million tonnes annually. This
year, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) estimates that Syria will only
be able to produce 2.8 million tonnes of wheat, up
from 2.2 million tonnes last year and 1.2 million
tonnes in 2018.31 Combined with the devaluation

RIWKH6\ULDQSRXQGDQGWKHLQWHQVLȴFDWLRQRI
sanctions, this will likely result in Syria facing
VLJQLȴFDQWVKRUWDJHVRIZKHDWLQWKH
marketing season.
The Government of Syria has already this year
announced that it has reduced its farmer wheat
quality acceptance rate further, after already having
reduced the acceptance standards in 2019 in an
attempt to increase the volume of wheat gathered
from farmers. Furthermore, the KSA on 30 May
2020 increased the price of wheat to farmers from
SYP 225,000/tonne to 315,000/tonne. The following
day the GoS raised its wheat bid to SYP 400,000/
tonne in an attempt to outbid the KSA. The KSA,
which controls most of Al Hasakeh, Ar-Raqqa and
Deir-ez-Zor governorates, and where around
70 percent of the country’s wheat is typically
produced, on 06 June 2020 issued two decisions
WKDWHHFWLYHO\SURKLELWWKHVDOHRIJUDLQWRULYDO
territorial actors, GoS included. KSA announced
the following day that if the Syrian pound were
to depreciate further, KSA would peg the price it
will give famers for wheat at 0.17 US dollars per
NLORJUDPWRHQVXUHWKDWIDUPHUVZLOOQRWEHDHFWHG
by further depreciations of the Syrian pound32.
%H\RQGWKHVHHRUWVWKH.6$LVFORVHO\UHYLHZLQJ
the implications of the ‘Caesar Act’ sanctions and if
they would face sanctions were they to sell wheat
to the GoS. As a result, the KSA has informed the
Syrian government that only once the KSA have
HQVXUHGVXɝFLHQWZKHDWUHVHUYHVWRODVWDWOHDVW
months will they be in a position consider selling
wheat to the GoS.33

PRICE OF FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
The price of fruits and vegetables in Syria is largely
dependent on the season, as prices are heavily
LQȵXHQFHGE\ORFDOSURGXFWLRQOHYHOV:KLOHWKHSULFH
of some locally grown vegetables such as tomatoes,
onions and potatoes started falling over the harvest
period (declining by 16 percent, 30 percent and
39 percent, respectively from May to June 2020),
vegetable prices have increased overall due to
the depreciating informal exchange rate, as most
vegetables have not reached their main harvest
period, (during the summer months). The price of
IUXLWVDQGYHJHWDEOHVKDYHDOVREHHQDHFWHGE\
the increasing transportation costs (caused by the
increased cost of fuel) as well as by insecurity on the
URDGVEHWZHHQVXUSOXVDQGGHȴFLWDUHDVHVSHFLDOO\LQ
north-east Syria, where traders have reported attacks
on private trucks carrying food.

soared by 104 percent during the last two weeks
of March 2020 and the price of garlic increased by
100-200 percent over the same period. The price
of lemons and oranges also increased by around
70-80 percent across Syria over the last two weeks of
March.

Prices of some fruits and vegetables such as lemons,
oranges, garlic and onions skyrocketed in Syria during
the COVID-19 lockdown period due to popular beliefs
related to their alleged ability to boost the immune
system and therefore protect against coronavirus.
For example, the national average price of onions

Chart 12 and Table 5 below outlines the progressive
price increase in key food items and food groups
over the past 8 months, with a peak seen in June
2020 due to the volatility of the informal SYP/USD
exchange rate. Since October 2019 the price

In June, some fruits and vegetables were reported
to be scarce or unavailable on local markets
either due to seasonality or due to price increases
resulting from heavy depreciation and the volatility
of the informal exchange rate. Imported fruits were
SDUWLFXODUO\DHFWHGDVWKHLUSULFHVKHDYLO\LQFUHDVHG
For example, bananas reached SYP 2,732/kg in June
2020, increasing by 83 percent m-o-m and up 239
SHUFHQW\R\$VSHFLȴFYDULHW\RIEDQDQDVIURP
Somalia reportedly reached between SYP 8,000 and
SYP 11,000 per kg.

Chart 12: M-o-M price evolution of key items & the informal SYP/USD

The above explains the deep concern across Syria
regarding the availability of wheat in-country in
2020-21, which may lead to an increase in the
price of subsidised bread from public bakeries as
well as the price of ‘commercial bread’ from nonsubsidised bakeries.
Chart 12: Public and commercial bread prices (SYP) over
COVID-19 period

Food group

October 2019
national average
SYP/Kg or Lt

March 2020
national average
SYP/Kg or Lt

May 2020
national average
SYP/Kg or Lt

June 2020
national average
SYP/Kg or Lt

% change
Oct ’19 and
Mar ‘20

% change
Mar and
May ‘20

% change
May and
Jun ‘20

% change
Oct ’19
and Jun ‘20
210%

Cereals

1,183

2,140

2,628

3,666

81%

23%

39%

Tubers

260

555

455

381

113%

-18%

-16%

47%

Vegetable Oil

691

1,320

1,598

2,911

91%

21%

82%

321%

Pulses

1,609

2,816

3,652

4,986

75%

30%

37%

210%

Sugar

343

627

704

1,245

83%

12%

77%

263%

Fruits & Vegetables

1,916

3,093

4,230

5,813

61%

37%

37%

203%

Animal Protein

6,732

11,170

12,357

15,098

66%

11%

22%

124%



Dairy

1,973

2,478

2,820

3,110

26%

14%

10%

58%

$O-D]HHUDȊ6\ULDIDFHVVHYHUHEUHDGVKRUWDJHVDV86VDQFWLRQVZRUVHQHFRQRP\ȋKWWSVZZZDOMD]HHUDFRPDMLPSDFWV\ULDIDFHVVHYHUHEUHDGVKRUWDJHVVDQFWLRQVZRUVHQHFRQRP\KWPO-XO\

Informal SYP/USD
exchange rate

636

1,155

1,600

2,505

81%

39%

57%

384%

$O-D]HHUDȊ6\ULDIDFHVVHYHUHEUHDGVKRUWDJHVDV86VDQFWLRQVZRUVHQHFRQRP\ȋKWWSVZZZDOMD]HHUDFRPDMLPSDFWV\ULDIDFHVVHYHUHEUHDGVKRUWDJHVVDQFWLRQVZRUVHQHFRQRP\KWPO


&2$5Ȋ6\ULD8SGDWHȋKWWSVFRDUJOREDORUJVHOIDGPLQLVWUDWLRQELGVWRFRUQHUJUDLQPDUNHWDVV\SFROODSVHV-XQH
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The national average informal price of diesel in
June 2020 (which reached SYP 468/litre) continued
LIVESTOCK PRICES
The livestock sector is a strong contributor to the
Syrian economy. Prior to 2011, it contributed over
30 percent to the agricultural production and
employed 11 percent of the country’s labour force.
ΖQWKHHDUO\\HDUVRIWKHFRQȵLFWOLYHVWRFNQXPEHUV
fell sharply but have since 2016 been on the rise35.
The average price of a two-year old male alive
sheep is used as a proxy indicator to monitor
livestock prices. This price has increased since
October 2019 in line with the price increases seen
for other commodities. Herders require animal feed
and fodder to raise livestock, and key ingredients
in animal fodder are imported. As such, with the
increase in prices of imported commodities, the
price of livestock has as a result increased in
tandem. Furthermore, the increase in the price
of other commodities on the local market has an
WAGES
While general wages have been relatively static
across Syria, non-skilled labourers, who tend to
be paid on a daily basis, have seen their wages
ȵXFWXDWHFRQVLGHUDEO\ZLWKWKHUDSLGLQFUHDVH
in the informal exchange rate. The national
average non-skilled labour wage, which includes
FRQVWUXFWLRQRORDGLQJDQGDJULFXOWXUDOODERXU
saw a considerable slowdown in its rate of increase
between March and April 2020 due to COVID-19
related movement restrictions and forced business
closures. Three regions reported unskilled labour

WRUHPDLQZHOODERYHWKHRɝFLDO JRYHUQPHQW
subsidised) price of 174/litre34, representing a
GLHUHQFHRISHUFHQWEHWZHHQWKHLQIRUPDO
DQGRɝFLDOUDWHRIGLHVHO7KHQDWLRQDODYHUDJHSULFH
RIRQHVWDQGDUGEXWDQHJDVF\OLQGHUUHȴOOLQ-XQH
 6<3UHȴOO DOVRUHPDLQHGSHUFHQW
DERYHWKHRɝFLDOJRYHUQPHQWVXEVLGLVHGSULFH 6<3
UHȴOO 7KHH[LVWHQFHRIDQLQIRUPDOPDUNHW
for diesel and butane gas demonstrates that there
is not enough supply of these commodities to meet
GHPDQGDWWKHRɝFLDOVXEVLGL]HGSULFH)RUEXWDQH
gas, the issue is particularly related to a lack of
EXWDQHJDVF\OLQGHUVRQWKHRɝFLDOPDUNHWDWWKH
subsidized price, and even though every registered
IDPLO\LVHQWLWOHGWRRQHEXWDQHJDVF\OLQGHUUHȴOO
every 23 days, many reported waiting for more than
one month to receive their cylinders, causing prices
on the informal market to increase.
LQGLUHFWHHFWRQWKHSULFHRIOLYHVWRFNDVKHUGHUV
are forced to ask a higher price for their livestock
to ensure they have enough money to buy their
needed commodities. Smuggling of sheep across
the border to northern Iraq, where traders get a
better price (and get paid in US dollars) for their
VKHHSKDVDOVRVLJQLȴFDQWO\FRQWULEXWHGWRWKH
observed increase in livestock prices.
The national average price of a two-year old alive
male sheep increased from SYP 134,493 in October
2019 to SYP 233,905/sheep in March 2020, up 74
percent. By May 2020 the national average price
of a two-year old alive male sheep had increased
to SYP 278,260/sheep, up 33 percent since March
2020 and by June the price had reached SYP
348,649/sheep, up 25 percent m-o-m and 206
percent y-o-y.
daily wage rate decreases during this period:
North-west Syria (GoS controlled areas) down 16
percent, coastal Syria down eight percent and
southern Syria down two percent). In comparison,
Idleb governorate, which did not implement as
strict movement and business closure controls
saw its average non-skilled daily wage rate increase
by 16 percent m-o-m. However, by June 2020, the
national average non-skilled daily wage rates had
begun to increase again, reaching SYP 3,702/day,
up 16 percent m-o-m and 60 percent y-o-y, as


7KHGLHVHOIRUPDOSULFHUHFRUGHGLVWKHDYHUDJHRIVXEVLGL]HGGLHVHOSULFHVSURYLGHGE\WKH*RYHUQPHQWRI6\ULDDQGWKH.XUGLVK6HOI$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ .6$ 
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0LVVLRQWRWKH6\ULDQ$UDE5HSXEOLF5RPH

34

a result of the informal exchange rate increases
(Chart 13). This increase in daily income levels has
KRZHYHUEHHQPRUHWKDQRVHWE\WKHGHSUHFLDWLRQ
of the Syrian pound, resulting in an actual decline in
the purchasing power of daily wage labourers.
Chart 13: Daily wage for unskilled labourer (SYP)

Fixed salaries have remained static in Syria. For
example, government salaries have not changed
since November 2019, when the Syrian government
increased the rates by around SYP 25,000 (USD 57
DWWKHWKHQRɝFLDOUDWHRI6<386' +RZHYHU
since then, no further adjustments have been
made, while prices of many commodities have
more than doubled in price, resulting in a dramatic
GURSLQSXUFKDVLQJSRZHU7KHORZHVWRɝFLDO
government salary is SYP 47,670/month (USD 19 at
SYP 2,505/USD informal exchange rate), the midrange salary is SYP 63,955/month (USD 25.5) and
WKHKLJKHVWRɝFLDOPRQWKO\VDODU\LV6<3
(USD 32, see Table 6). Accordingly, the nationwide
average price of the WFP standard reference
food basket (SYP 84,095 in June 2020), has
UHDFKHGOHYHOVDERYHHYHQWKHKLJKHVWSDLGRɝFLDO
government monthly salary; highlighting the serious
deterioration of purchasing power in Syria over the
ODVWPRQWKVDQGWKHLQFUHDVLQJXQDRUGDELOLW\
of even basic food items on Syrian markets. In
comparison in October 2019, WFP’s national
average reference food basket was SYP 25,424

TERMS OF TRADE (TOT)
In the early stages of the Syrian crisis the increase
in food prices was outpacing the increase in the
daily unskilled wage rate, and as a result the
purchasing power of casual labourers, measured in
ToT, was decreasing.36 This negative trend is clearly
visible when looking at Chart 14: In October 2014,
the national average daily wage of a casual labourer
FRXOGSXUFKDVHNJRIZKHDWȵRXUKRZHYHUE\
December 2016 the average wage rate could only
purchase 3.7 kg. Between December 2016 and
July 2018 the continued increase in casual labour
ZDJHUDWHVDQGWKHJHQHUDOUHGXFWLRQLQZKHDWȵRXU
prices translated into a progressive improvement
in the casual labourer’s purchasing power vis-à-vis
ZKHDWȵRXU6RPXFKVRWKDWE\-XO\DFDVXDO
labourer’s average daily wage would buy 9.6kg of
ZKHDWȵRXUUHSUHVHQWLQJDSHUFHQWLQFUHDVH
compared to December 2016. However, since July
2018, the wheat price growth rate has again been
outpacing the increase in labour wages. In October
2019, the daily unskilled labour wage could buy 8.5
NJRIZKHDWȵRXU6LQFHWKHQKRZHYHUWKHLQFUHDVH
in wheat prices vis-à-vis daily unskilled labour
EHFDPHPRUHVLJQLȴFDQWDQGE\-XQHWKH
national average daily unskilled labour wage could
RQO\SXUFKDVHNJRIZKHDWȵRXUUHSUHVHQWLQJ
a fall of 54 percent in purchasing power since
October 2019 and by 52 percent y-o-y. This is the
second lowest ToT recorded to date, second only to
December 2016 (the peak of the Syrian crisis).
It is important to note however that, the purchasing
SRZHUGHFOLQHYDULHVVLJQLȴFDQWO\E\JHRJUDSKLF
area. In June 2020, the lowest ToT was recorded in
QRUWKZHVW6\ULDDWNJZKHDWȵRXUGDLO\XQVNLOOHG
labour wage, followed by southern Syria at 3 kg,
central Syria at 3.7 kg, north-east Syria at 4 kg,
coastal Syria at 5 kg and by Idleb at 7.6 kg.
©WFP/Muhammad Dib

PRICE OF FUEL
Even though the price of fuel (the informal price of
diesel and butane gas) in Syria tends to increase
in the winter months due to increased demand
from heating and cooking, and to subsequently
decrease in summer months, this year, the price of
fuel increased by 21 percent for diesel and by 33
SHUFHQWIRUEXWDQHJDV OLWUHF\OLQGHUUHȴOO 
– throughout the COVID-19 lockdown period. The
comparatively lower rate of price increase compared
WRRWKHUFRPPRGLWLHVLVOLNHO\DOVRLQȵXHQFHGE\
the reduced demand on petrol during COVID-19’s
movement restrictions. Furthermore, with reduced
purchasing power, households are cooking less and
are optimising their butane gas usage, spurring lower
demand. Prices of fuel have therefore increased
mainly in line with the deteriorating exchange rate.

7DEOH6\ULDRɝFLDOSXEOLFVDODU\VFDOHV


7HUPVRI7UDGH 7R7 DUHSUR[\LQGLFDWRUVRIWKHSXUFKDVLQJ
SRZHURIKRXVHKROGVWKDWUHO\RQOLYHVWRFNDQGRUFDVXDOODERXUDV
WKHLUPDLQVRXUFHRILQFRPHIRUWKHSXUFKDVHRIFHUHDOVIURPORFDO
PDUNHWV
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&KDUW1DWLRQDODYHUDJHWHUPVRIWUDGH 7R7 EHWZHHQZKHDWȵRXUDQGXQVNLOOHGODERXU 

NON-FOOD ITEMS (NFIS)
In early April 2020, WFP started price monitoring
of six COVID-19 related non-food items (NFIs) on
a weekly basis: single-use surgical masks, plastic
gloves, alcohol spray, bleach bottles, antiseptic
hand gel and a bar of soap. Table 7 below shows
the price of each monitored item as well as the
percentage change between April (when WFP
started monitoring these items) and February (one
month prior to the COVID-19 outbreak in Syria). The
table also shows the percentage change between
May and April and between June and May.
While prices for these items did jump, especially
in the initial panic buying-phase of the crisis

(March 2020), with prices increasing by 42 percent
for bleach up to 346 percent for surgical masks
compared to February, the price of these items
stabilized throughout April and May, increasing only
by between one percent for masks to 14 percent
for gloves. By June 2020, however, their prices
increased again largely led by the volatility of the
informal exchange rate. By June, prices of these
items had increased by between 140 percent for
bleach to a maximum of 388 percent for surgical
masks as compared with their prices in February
2020.

Table 7: COVID-19 non-food items prices and percentage changes

SUBSIDIES
The Government of Syria has an extended list of
subsidies and subsidised products which it provides
at a cheaper rate to support the basic needs of the
population. In addition to subsidised bread, one of
the main ways the government ensures access to
subsidised products for its citizens is through a smart
card-system. By 2017, the Syrian government had
introduced two types of smart cards for public use.
7KHȴUVWFDUGZDVLQWURGXFHGLQDQGDLPHGDW
being used for private vehicles, while the second card
was issued in 2017 for the distribution of heating
oil to households. The government in August 2019
extended the private vehicle system to include a
gasoline card option that allows registered citizens
to purchase a maximum of 100 litres of diesel per
car per month at a discounted price. The heating oil
card allows a family to have access to a maximum of
400 litres of heating diesel per month as well as one
cylinder of butane gas per family every 23 days37.
As the economic situation worsened in Syria, The
Ministry of Internal Trade and Consumer Protection,
in February 2020, began distributing sugar, white rice
and tea at discounted prices through the heating
oil smart card system across the country, accessible
throughout Syria through government-run ‘Syria for
Trade’ (SfT) shops.
All families who have registered for a smart card, from
February 2020 onwards, will be eligible to receive
one kg of sugar per person (with a maximum of four
kg per family); one kg of white rice (with a maximum
of three kg per family); and 200 grams of tea (with a
maximum of 1.2 kg per family of up to six members,
or 1.4 kg per family of seven or more members) on
the same card used for heating oil. At SfT shops, one
kg of sugar in February 2020 was SYP 350; 38 percent
cheaper than the price of non-subsidised sugar sold
from local retailers (SYP 563/kg). By June 2020 the
national average price of one kg of non-subsidised
sugar from local retailers increased to SYP 1,325 (279
percent higher than the subsidised price). One kg of
subsidised white rice in February 2020 was SYP 400;

40 percent cheaper than the non-subsidized price of
SYP 663. By June the national average price of one kg
of non-subsidised white rice increased to SYP 1,423
(256 percent higher than the subsidised price). At the
VWDUWRI0DUFKVXQȵRZHURLOZDVDGGHGWRWKH
smart card system at SYP 800/litre (with a maximum
of four litres per family per month); 68 percent lower
than the non-subsidised price on local markets.
By June 2020 the national average price of nonsubsidised vegetable oil had increased to SYP 2,911/
litre, 264 percent higher than the subsidised price.
However, due to the rapidly depreciating exchange
rate, the availability of subsidized items in SfT shops
was limited, especially for vegetable oil and tea, and
long queues were witnessed at SfT shops. The four
main items provided by SfT through the smart card
system (tea, oil, rice and sugar) were not always
available, and people were asked to come back at
GLHUHQWWLPHVWKURXJKRXWWKHPRQWK
In an attempt to address the crowding issue, especially
considering the need to maintain social distancing,
the Syrian government in May 2020 set up a new
distribution mechanism whereby eligible families were
able to buy their rice and sugar entitlements for two
months at a time instead of one. For vegetable oil and
tea, households were able to buy their entitlements
for only one month, based on availability.
As wheat is becoming scarce in Syria, the Syrian
government is now looking into setting-up a smart
card system for providing access to bread bundles,
KRSLQJWRRSWLPL]HXVHRIZKHDWȵRXUDQGEUHDG
bundles and to minimize waste38. Furthermore, as
DUHVXOWRIWKHGHYDOXDWLRQRIWKHRɝFLDO6<386'
exchange to SYP 1,250/USD, the Syrian government
in June 2020 announced that it would increase the
price of subsidised sugar and white rice in SfT shops.
As of July 2020, the price of subsidised sugar has gone
up from SYP 350/kg to SYP 800/kg and the price of
subsidised white rice has increased from SYP 400/kg
to SYP 900/kg.
Ȋ&DUGVIRUIXHOLQ6\ULDȋ(QDEEDODGL)HE



3RVVLEOHLPSOHPHQWDWLRQRIDVPDUWFDUGV\VWHPIRUDFFHVVLQJSXEOLFEUHDGLQ6\ULDKWWSVEEV\FRPQHZV
©WFP/Khudr Alissa
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SECTION 5

©WFP/Mohammad Batah

FOOD SECURITY TRENDS

WFP in coordination with the GoS and the Food
Security Sector, conducts annual national food
security assessments known as the Food Security
Assessment/Food Security and Livelihoods
Assessment (FSA/FSLA). Since the 2019 FSA/FSLA
was completed in September 2019, a number of
VKRFNVDHFWHG6\ULDZKLFKKDYHOHGWRDVLJQLȴFDQW
deterioration of the food security situation. These
include: the Turkish military incursion in north-east
Syria in October 2019; the dramatic escalation of
hostilities in Idleb in December 2019 which led to
the largest wave of displacement so far in the Syria
FULVLVWKH/HEDQHVHȴQDQFLDOFULVLV ZKLFKVWDUWHG
in earnest in October 2019), the outbreak and
spread of COVID-19 in early 2020, as well as the
LQWHQVLȴFDWLRQRILQWHUQDWLRQDOFRHUFLYHPHDVXUHV
on Syria with the entry into force of the United
States Caesar Syria Civilian Protection Act (the
‘Caesar Act’) in June 2020. Out of these events, the
/HEDQHVHȴQDQFLDOFULVLVLVEHOLHYHGWRKDYHKDG
WKHPRVWVLJQLȴFDQWLPSDFWRQWKHIRRGVHFXULW\
VLWXDWLRQLQ6\ULDDVLWVULSSOHHHFWVKDYHEHHQIHOW
by families across the country, especially impacting
the poorest and most vulnerable.
Initial reports from WFP-led rapid food security
assessments across Syria39 already highlighted
an increase in the reliance on negative coping
mechanisms among households in early 2020 as
a result of the increasing prices of commodities
IROORZLQJWKH/HEDQHVHȴQDQFLDOFULVLV7KH
most commonly reported coping mechanisms

were removing children from school, reducing
household medical health care expenses and
limiting the amount and type of consumed food.
An increasing number of households also reported
WKDWWKH\FRXOGQRWDRUGFRRNHGPHDOVZLWKPDQ\
interviewed households indicating eating just one
meal per day and that their other meals tended to
be based solely on vegetables, bread and yogurt.
The 2019 FSA/FSLA, in September 2019,
estimated that 7.9 million, or 39 percent of the
Syrian population, was food insecure. Of these,
approximately 500,000 were categorized as being
severely food insecure. Seven months later, a
desk review of the FSA/FSLA 2019 data using price
increases to estimate the impact on food security,
found that an additional 1.4 million people had
likely become food insecure since the 2019 FSA/
FSLA as a result of the deteriorating purchasing
power of Syrian families. This brought the total
number of people estimated to be food insecure
in Syria to 9.3 million (46 percent of the Syrian
population), the highest number ever recorded. Of
these, more than one million people are estimated
to be severely food insecure; more than twice as
many as just seven months earlier. The number
of people at risk of becoming food insecure had
also increased from 1.9 million to an estimated 2.2
million people. Chart 15 below outlines the changes
in the food security situation in Syria observed from
2019 to 202040.

Chart 15: FSA-FSLA 2019 projected mid-year review food insecure breakdown
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HOUSEHOLD FOOD SECURITY MONITORING
Map 5 – Syrian Arab Republic - mVAM coverage in
2020 (governorates)41

Chart 16: Share of households with poor/borderline food consumption at national level: January 2018 – June 2020

mVAM food security variables:
FCS: Represents household food intake with a seven day
recall period and is based on 8 weighted food groups.
Households can be categorised as either having poor
FCS (a score of less than 28 in Syria), borderline FCS
(a score between 28.5 and 42) and acceptable FCS (a
score above 42). Food insecure households in Syria are
understood to have an FCS score of 42 or below.
'LHWDU\'LYHUVLW\ A measure that calculates the number
RIGLHUHQWIRRGFDWHJRULHVFRQVXPHGE\DKRXVHKROG
over the past seven days. The lower the score the worse
the dietary diversity of the household.
)RRGFRSLQJVWUDWHJLHVLQGH[ The food CSI measures
behaviour; the things that people do when they cannot
access enough food. For example eating smaller
portions or less preferred foods. Each strategy is
weighted by its severity. The higher the score the less
resilient a household is to face a future shock/s.

FOOD SECURITY SITUATION AND TRENDS

The overall food security situation has deteriorated
in many parts of Syria over the past year. WFP mobile
Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (mVAM)42 food
security monitoring shows an overall worsening trend
in food security indicators across Syria during 2020,
reaching unprecedented levels in June 2020. Based
on mVAM data43, the percent of highly vulnerable
and vulnerable households is estimated to have
LQFUHDVHGVLJQLȴFDQWO\VLQFHDQG
To capture the impact of COVD-19, the analysis
looked at the monthly trend of key food security
indicators from mVAM data in 2018, 2019 and
2020. The data showed a deterioration of food
consumption at a national level since December
2019, with slight improvements seen during
the COVID-19 movement restriction period that

coincided with Ramadan, followed by a further
deterioration in national average food consumption
rates in June 2020 (Chart 16). June 2020 recorded the
highest mVAM FCS levels in Syria since January 2017.
In June 2020, a third of surveyed households
(34 percent) reported poor or borderline food
consumption levels. This represents a 15 percentagepoint increase compared to the national average
level for June in 2018 and 2019. When factoring-in
the overlap with Ramadan and Eid festivities, national
average inadequate food consumption in Syria in
June 2020 still remains approximately ten percent
higher than levels recorded in previous years,
highlighting an unfolding deterioration of the food
security situation across Syria.

The month of June is typically a period of food
excess in Syria, falling at the start of the country’s
post-harvest period. However, in 2020, the national
average inadequate food consumption rates
recorded in June were higher than rates typically
recorded during peak periods of the lean season
(December – March/April) when people’s food
security is generally at its worst. The cause linked to
the deterioration in household food consumption
levels is due to an overall increase in the cost of
living in Syria over the past eight months: Average
KRXVHKROGSXUFKDVLQJSRZHUKDVEHHQVLJQLȴFDQWO\
reduced as wages have remained static while prices
of all items have increased dramatically.

When broken down by governorate, large disparities
in food consumption levels become apparent
across Syria (Chart 17). In June 2020 there was a
SHUFHQWDJHSRLQWGLHUHQFHLQWKHSHUFHQWRI
households reporting inadequate food consumption;
from 25 percent in Dar’a to 45 percent in Aleppo.
Poor food consumption levels highlight a worsening
level of food consumption with likely much worse
diet diversity and nutrient intake. Outlining more
serious food intake deprivation on both quantity and
quality of food consumed. Deir-ez-Zor, Aleppo and AlHasakeh governorates reported the highest average
levels of poor food consumption.

Chart 17: Share of households with poor/borderline food consumption by governorate: June 2020

1RUHSUHVHQWDWLYHGDWDLVDYDLODEOHIRU4XQHLWUDDQGΖGOHE
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FOOD CONSUMPTION BY VULNERABLE GROUPS
The impact of the worsening economic situation in
Syria since October 2019, including the COVID-19
related movement restriction measures, has been
felt more severely by the most vulnerable groups
of the Syrian population, including female-headed
households, internally displaced people (IDPs) and
IDP returnees, as well as people who rent housing
(as opposed to owning their own home). Charts
18, 19 and 20 help outline the extent of the impact
of the worsening economic situation on the food
security of these highly vulnerable groups. Chart 18,
for example, shows how even though both male and
female-headed households registered a big increase
in their average inadequate food consumption levels

in June 2020 compared to June 2019 and June 2018,
up to 42 percent of interviewed female-headed
households reported either poor or borderline
food consumption compared to households
headed by men (33 percent). Furthermore, the
percentage of female-headed households with
poor food consumption tripled in June 2020 as
compared to June 2019; the proportion of maleheaded households with poor food consumption
doubled over the same time period. Borderline
food consumption levels increased by roughly the
same amount among both male and female-headed
households.

Chart 19 looks at poor and borderline food
consumption by residence status: internally displaced
people (IDPs), returnees (people who have recently
– in the last 6 months – returned to their location
of original in Syria), and residents (people who are
currently residing in their location of origin and
have done so for at least six months). IDPs and IDP
returnees are typically the most vulnerable groups
out of the three. This is evident by looking at June
2018 and June 2019 food consumption levels.

While all three groups saw a worsening in their food
consumption levels, IDPs and returnees reported
a greater deterioration in their food consumption
levels than residents. Poor food consumption levels
between June 2019 and June 2020 more than
doubled for both IDPs and returnees, going from
ȴYHSHUFHQWWRSHUFHQWRIUHVSRQGHQWVZKLOHLW
increased by less than double for residents (up from
four to seven percent for residents).

Chart 19: Share of households with poor/borderline food consumption by residence status: June 2018, 2019 and 2020

©WFP

Chart 18: Share of households with poor/borderline food consumption by gender of the head of the household: June
2018, 2019 and 2020

Chart 20 shows food consumption levels by
household accommodation type; renting or owning.
Again, both groups registered a stark decrease in
their food consumption rates in June 2020 compared
to June 2018 and June 2019. However, households
who rent are found to have considerably worse
food intake than households who own their home.
While the increase in poor food consumption nearly
doubled for households who own their home
between June 2019 and June 2020, the rate nearly

tripled for households who rent. Furthermore,
even though households who own their home saw
a more than doubling in borderline rates of food
consumption between June 2019 and June 2020,
this was still lower than rates reported by renting
households. This highlights how already vulnerable
groups remain more vulnerable and susceptible to
food insecurity and are also less resilient to foodrelated shocks.

Chart 20: Share of households with poor/borderline food consumption by accommodation type: June 2018, 2019 and 2020
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Increased food prices, the devaluation of the Syrian
pound as well as a lack of income sources have
pushed many Syrian households to change their
food consumption patterns. WFP data shows that
a greater number of households are replacing
dairy, fruits and animal protein with commodities
WKDWDUHPRUHDRUGDEOHLQFOXGLQJFKHDSVWDSOHV
such as bread, noodles and potato beside seasonal
local vegetables. Some households also reported
consuming vegetables over other commodities
since they can be consumed raw and therefore
require less cooking fuel, thus helping to reduce
expenses.
Dietary diversity has been notably impacted by
the worsening economic situation in Syria. Chart
21 shows how nationally, on average in June 2020,

over half (52 percent) of interviewed households
reported consuming a diet low in diversity, i.e.
a diet of only four food groups or less out of a
possible eight. This was double the percentage of
households reporting consuming a low-diversity
diet in June 2018 or June 2019. The percentage of
households reporting consuming a medium diverse
GLHW EHWZHHQȴYHDQGVL[GLHUHQWIRRGJURXSV
consumed over the past seven days) remained
relatively unchanged (34 percent) compared to June
2018 or June 2019. However, there was a dramatic
reduction of 75 percent in the percentage of
households that in June 2020 reported consuming
a diet high in diversity (a diet of more than six
GLHUHQWIRRGJURXSV FRPSDUHGWR-XQHDQG
June 2019.

of their residency status. However, the share of
IDPs and IDP returnee households with a poorly
GLYHUVLȴHGGLHWZDVIRXQGWREHKLJKHUWKDQUHVLGHQW
households. A similar trend was also observed when
analysing households by accommodation status.
Both groups (renting and owning) experienced a

doubling in the percent of households reporting
to consume a diet low in diversity in June 2020
compared to previous years. Yet, households who
were renting had a higher percentage of households
in this category than households who owned their
own home (Charts 22, 23 and 24).

Chart 22: Characteristics of households’ diet diversity by gender of the head of the household: June 2018, 2019 and 2020

Percent

DIET DIVERSITY

Chart 21: Characteristics of households’ diet diversity at national level: June 2018, 2019 and 2020

Percent

Chart 23: Characteristics of households’ diet diversity by residence status: June 2018, 2019 and 2020
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Percent

Chart 24: Characteristics of households’ diet diversity accommodation type: June 2018, 2019 and 2020

When comparing the dietary diversity of vulnerable
groups, all groups at national average level registered
a doubling of the number of households reporting
consuming a low diversity diet in June 2020 as
compared to June 2018 and 2019. Nevertheless, a
44

higher percentage of female-headed households
UHSRUWHGFRQVXPLQJDSRRUO\GLYHUVLȴHGGLHWWKDQ
male headed households. Moreover, the percentage
of households with low dietary diversity doubled in
June 2020 compared to previous years regardless
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COPING STRATEGIES

Since April 2020, more than 80 percent of interviewed
households reported to engage in one or more
negative consumption-based coping strategies.
The percentage remained almost the same during
Ramadan and Eid this year, despite the expected
slight improvement during the festive period. The
prevalence of households engaging in one or more
coping mechanisms reached 86 percent in June 2020;
11 and 19 percent higher than the levels recorded in
June 2018, 2019, respectively (Chart 25). The share

of households implementing high coping in June
2020 was 35 percent, an increase from 30 percent in
-XQHDQGSHUFHQWLQ-XQH7KHȴQGLQJV
translates to more households reporting that they
engage more frequently in skipping meals, reducing
the number of meals consumed per day, limiting the
size of the consumed portion size, depending on
cheaper food, restricting the consumption of adult
family members so children could eat more and/or
borrowing food.

27%

25%

14%

$OWKRXJKDOOJURXSVDUHEHLQJDHFWHGE\WKH
worsening economic situation, more vulnerable
groups continued to report adopting coping
strategies at higher levels as compared to
less vulnerable groups: A higher proportion of
female-headed households reported engaging in
consumption-based coping strategies than their male
counterparts (Chart 26). With respect to residence
status, a wider share of IDP and IDP returnee

15%

26%

12%

13%

Chart 27: Share of households using food coping strategies by household residence status: June 2018, 2019 and 2020

12%

23%

23%
18%

households reported engaging in food based coping
strategies than residents. Even though all groups
showed increases in the percentage of households
engaging in coping strategies in June 2020 compared
to previous years, IDPs and IDP returnees continued
to report a higher percent of households engaging in
consumption-based coping strategies than residents
(Chart 27). A similar trend was also observed when
analysing households by accommodation status. Both
groups (renting and owning) experienced increases in
the percent of households engaging in consumptionbased coping strategies in June 2020 compared to
previous years, and households who were renting
continued to have a higher percentage of households
engaging in consumption-based coping strategies
compared to households who own their own home
(Chart 28).

19%
13%

8%
11%

37%
15%

29%
13%

18%
13%

23%

24%

17%

12%

12%
13%

Chart 28: Share of households using food coping strategies by accommodation type: June 2018, 2019 and 2020

39%
Percent

In line with the deterioration in food consumption
patterns and dietary diversity, the adoption of
consumption-based coping strategies among
YXOQHUDEOHJURXSVZRUVHQHGLQ$OOLGHQWLȴHG
vulnerable groups reported an increase in the
percent of households engaging in coping strategies,
highlighting worrying signs of food-related distress.

31%
17%

Percent

16%

15%

9%
14%

Buying less expensive food was reported as the most
used food-based coping strategy across Syria in June
2020, adopting by around two-thirds of respondents.
This was followed by borrowing food and limiting
portion sizes, which almost half of the interviewed
households reported adopting at least one out of
seven days in June 2020.

Chart 25: Share of households using food coping strategies at national level: June 2018, 2019 and 2020

30%

19%

27%
Percent

Similar to poor food consumption and negative
dietary diversity trends, the adoption of negative
coping strategies peaked in June 2020. Like the
above-mentioned factors, the deterioration of the
food coping strategy index (also known as rCSI44),
was driven primarily by the worsening economic
situation in Syria.

Chart 26: Share of households using food coping strategies by household gender: June 2018, 2019 and 2020

15%

32%
14%

20%

22%

15%

17%

17%
12%

8%
10%
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VWUHVVWKHKLJKHULVWKHLQGH[ΖWLVFRPSULVHGRIȴYHVWDQGDUGIRRGFRSLQJVWUDWHJLHV UHO\LQJRQOHVVSUHIHUUHGDQGOHVVH[SHQVLYHIRRG 
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VPDOOFKLOGUHQWRHDWDQG UHGXFLQJQXPEHURIPHDOVHDWHQLQDGD\
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IMPACT ON INCOME AND LIVELIHOODS:
As a result of the forced closure of many employment
activities and workplaces over the COVID-19
lockdown period, around two-thirds of interviewed
households in June 2020 reported that they had
lost one or more sources of income. Half of these
households reported having lost between threequarters and 100 percent of their total household
income. This highlights the extreme hardship many
households in Syria are faced with as a result of

the worsening economic situation. The data also
outlines the importance of well-targeted social safety
net structures as well as support mechanisms that
develop employment opportunities and that can help
facilitate the re-employment of people who have lost
their livelihoods and sources of income as a result
of the wider economic downturn compounded by
COVID-19.

authorities. While 94 percent of households across
Syria reported that they could access markets in
2018 (according to the 2018 FSA/FSLA), in April 2020
the proportion of households who reported that they
were able to access markets had fallen to 71 percent.
Despite the general easing of COVID-19-related
Chart 30a: Access to markets at national level: April 2020

measures, June 2020 saw only a slight improvement,
as movement restrictions remained in place in some
areas (such as in KSA-controlled areas of northeastern Syria and in areas under localized COVID-19related lockdown in GoS-controlled areas (Charts 30a
and 30b).
Chart 30b: Access to markets at national level: June 2020

Chart 29a: Percent distribution of households receiving less income after the onset of COVID-19 by gender of the
household head: April 2020

Male

Female

4%

15%
33%

30%

The April and July 2020, mVAM did not show any
VLJQLȴFDQWGLHUHQFHVLQWKHVSHFLȴFFKDOOHQJHV
met by households in accessing markets. In both
surveys, movement restrictions were the main

53%

Have no working me mbers

Chart 31a: Reasons why accessing market was
challenging: national level, April 2020

65%

Received Less Income

reason reported by households (16 percent in April,
11 percent in June), followed by closures of nearby
markets and localized outbreaks of COVID-19 in their
areas (Charts 31a and 31b).
Chart 31b: Reasons why accessing market was
challenging: national level, June 2020

Received the same income o r more

Chart 29b: Percent distribution of households receiving less income after the onset of COVID-19 by gender of the
household head: June 2020

Male

Female
26%

12%

Have no working me mbers

31%

62%

Received Less Income

Income loss due to measures implemented to
curb the spread of COVID-19 have been reported
by most households, regardless of the gender of
the household head (reported by 66 percent of
male-headed and 62 percent of female-headed
households, respectively). However, the percent of
households reporting loss of income has increased
48

3%

NUTRITION
66%

Received the same income o r more

among female-headed households compared to
their male counterparts (up 17 percent and up 1.5
percent, respectively) between April and June 2020
(Charts 29a and 29b).
Beyond income loss, household access to markets
also worsened throughout the COVID-19 lockdown
period due to the movement restrictions imposed by

The last Standardised Monitoring and Assessment
of Relief and Transitions (SMART) nutrition survey
conducted in Syria during the summer of 2019
outlined that the average global acute malnutrition
rate for children aged 6-59 months across Syria was
low, at 1.7 percent. Nevertheless, localized geographic
YDULDWLRQZDVIRXQGZLWKVLJQLȴFDQWO\KLJKHUUDWHVRI
acute malnutrition reported in some sub-districts,
demonstrating the need for close monitoring of
nutrition at sub-district level. The national prevalence
of chronic malnutrition among children was 12.6
percent, with Deir-ez-Zor, Idleb, Aleppo, Al-Hasakeh
and Quneitra governorates either having reached
or were found to be near the WHO ‘High’ level of

VWXQWLQJFODVVLȴFDWLRQ
Overall, 4.6 million pregnant and lactating women and
children are presently in need of nutrition assistance
across Syria, of which 3.7 million are in acute need.
If not properly addressed, rising malnutrition could
have devastating, long-term and intergenerational
impacts. In January 2020, the estimated number
RIFKLOGUHQXQGHUȴYHZLWKZDVWLQJLV 
percent). However, this number is already estimated
to likely increase to 84,800 (2.6 per cent) by January
2021, and will likely worsen further as access to food
deteriorates due to rising costs of living and steep
reductions in household purchasing power.
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SECTION 6: CASE
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FOOD SECURITY IMPACT OF A
LOCALIZED COVID-19 ‘LOCKDOWN’

As community transmission of COVID-19
is ongoing in Syria, Syrian authorities have
embarked on a strategy of geographically
targeted and localized lockdowns when and
where an outbreak is detected in lieu of the
more widespread and disruptive nationwide
mitigation measures imposed earlier in the
pandemic (previously referred to in this study
as the ‘COVID-19 lockdown period’). Such
ORFDOL]HGORFNGRZQVFDQEHLPSRVHGRQDVSHFLȴF
neighbourhood of a town or city, an entire town
or village, or an entire sub-district. Since the start
of the outbreak, four such localized lockdowns
have been in implemented, with strict curfews
and movement restrictions imposed until
the outbreak has been contained (normally a
period lasting 20-40 days). During the lockdown,
movement restrictions are put in place, but
people are normally allowed to access local
markets for food as well as some food delivery
services.
50

One such location put under localized lockdown
was the town of Ras Al-Ma’ara, located in
the Yabroud sub-district of Rural Damascus
governorate, which was under lockdown from 07
June 2020 until 23 July 2020. The town is home to
some 4,100 families (20,500 people), and of these,
500 families are categorized as female-headed. The
town is deemed to be at high risk of food insecurity,
and according to the 2019 FSA/FSLA, 84 percent of
the population was deemed to be food insecure.
In mid-July 2020, WFP conducted a rapid needs
assessment to assess and verify the impact of
the lockdown on the food security situation in the
town. As part of the assessment, WFP interviewed
a random selection of 60 households. The
assessment found that bread, oil and sugar were
the most consumed foods by households in the
area before and after the lockdown was in place.
However, since the lockdown began, consumption
RIWKHVHFRPPRGLWLHVGHFUHDVHGVLJQLȴFDQWO\DV
IDPLOLHVUHSRUWHGQRWEHLQJDEOHWRDRUGWKH
required quantities of food as household income
IRUPRVWIDPLOLHVKDGHLWKHUGHFUHDVHGVLJQLȴFDQWO\
or stopped entirely. At the same time, the prices
of goods on the market continued to increase.
Before the lockdown, the main source of food in
Ras Al-Ma’ara was from shops or markets. After
WKHORFNGRZQFDPHLQWRHHFWWKHPDLQVRXUFHV
of food shifted to own household production and
borrowing, despite the continuing availability of
food items on the market, signalling that economic
DFFHVVWRIRRGKDGEHHQVLJQLȴFDQWO\DHFWHG
According to interviewed families, prices of all items
except fuel had increased by around 80 percent as
WKHORFNGRZQFDPHLQWRHHFWZKLOHPRVWVRXUFHV
of income disappeared, as movement restrictions
prevented daily workers and employees from
accessing their places of work. While food items
remained available in the market, medical and
cleaning supplies (especially disinfectants) were not
readily available compared to the pre-lockdown
period. Around 60 percent of the interviewed
families reported buying most items (not just
food) on credit, up from 25 percent before the
lockdown. Furthermore, the percentage of monthly
food expenditure bought on credit increased
dramatically from 20 percent to 70 percent as the
lockdown continued.
According to interviewed families, their food
VHFXULW\ZDVDGYHUVHO\DHFWHGDVWKH\FRXOG

no longer access food in the manner they used
to before the lockdown. Even the few families
DURXQGȴYHSHUFHQW LQ5DV$O0DȇDUDWKDWXVHG
to receive monthly remittances from abroad
were no longer able to receive them because of
the lockdown, depriving them of a key source of
income. Due to the deteriorating food security
situation, families reported engaging more
frequently in more severe food and livelihoodsbased coping strategies. The most common
consumption-based coping mechanisms, employed
by three quarters of the families, was relying on
less preferred or less expensive food, purchasing
food on credit, and limiting portion sizes. Half of
interviewed households reported reducing the
number of meals eaten in a day from three to two
and restricting consumption by adults in order
for children to eat. Households also reported
engaging in livelihood-based coping strategies to
meet their food needs, with the most common
strategy (as reported by half the families) being
searching for alternative jobs. Around a quarter
of families reported selling household items and
productive assets and their last female animals, a
coping strategy with potentially long-term negative
consequences for household livelihoods and
resilience. It is important to note that while schools
remained suspended over the lockdown period,
half of the families reported that they would most
likely not be able to send their children back to
school once school opened if the situation did not
improve, as they would need their children to help
generate income to support the household.
When asked about their prioritized needs as a
community, families in Ras Al-Ma’ara reported food
assistance as their number one need. Another
priority need reported was non-food items such as
medicine, diapers and hygiene items – key items as
70 percent of households in Ras Al-Ma’ara have at
least one member with a disability.
The rapid needs assessment in Ras Al-Ma’ara
revealed that the food security situation, which was
already concerning pre-lockdown, deteriorated
rapidly under lockdown, rendering emergency food
assistance interventions necessary. The situation in
Ras Al-Ma’ara is likely similar to other areas under
localized lockdown. Rapid needs assessments
should therefore be conducted in other areas
placed under lockdown to verify the needs and
assess whether emergency food assistance is
required.
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SECTION 7

IMPACT ON THE SYRIAN
TRANSPORTER MARKET
A survey conducted among transporters and
cost and freight agents clearly indicates concerns
over economic developments beyond, but
compounded by, COVID-19. Up to 67 percent
of the survey respondents listed the dramatic
H[FKDQJHUDWHȵXFWXDWLRQVDQGWKHGHYDOXDWLRQ
of the Syrian pound as their main concern,
followed by lack of credit and lack of US dollars.
Since the declaration of the COVID-19 pandemic,
WUDQVSRUWHUVFRQȴUPHGDJHQHUDOLQFUHDVHLQWKH
demand for transport across Syria, accompanied
by an increase in the cost of transport, averaging
DWSHUFHQWLQOLQHZLWKWKHRYHUDOOLQȵDWLRQ
rate.
In terms of transport availability, transporters
reported no shortages of trucks and of transport
services on the market during the COVID-19
ORFNGRZQSHULRG7KHVXUYH\FRQȴUPHGWKDW
there was no shortage of trucks, even though the
increase in price of transport services may have
hindered other activities. In terms of operations,
restrictions on movement imposed over the
COVID-19 lockdown period hindered production
capacity as public transport was not available
and working hours were reduced. However, the
situation normalized overall once restrictions
were lifted.
While the imposed movement restrictions did not
apply to cargo transport, the cost of transport
increased by 28 percent from April to May, in-line
ZLWKWKHRYHUDOOLQȵDWLRQUDWH
An important point to note on the current
socio-economic condition, is a concern over the
future availability of fuel. Up to 75 percent of
the transporters who participated in the survey
noted being concerned that the supply of fuel
may run low or that prices will increase due to
the tightening of sanctions. One respondent also
raised a concern that the Syrian government

FRXOGSRWHQWLDOO\VWRSRUVLJQLȴFDQWO\UHGXFHWKH
provision of subsidized fuel for industries. If fuel
subsidies are removed, this will not only impact
the transport market but the whole transport
industry in Syria. A close review of the fuel supply
FKDLQLVQHHGHGDVWKLVDUHDZLOOKDYHDVLJQLȴFDQW
impact on the price of commodities being made
available, on the availability of commodities on
markets, and in ensuring the delivery of muchneeded humanitarian cargo.
Looking at the current transport market in Syria,
up to 50 percent of the respondents reported that
trucks are on average 10-15 years old, and the
VXUYH\FRQȴUPHGWKDWRYHUSHUFHQWRIWKHVH
trucks require regular maintenance once or twice a
month. While the average age of trucks in Syria are
roughly in line with the European average (at 12.4
years old)45. The sanctions imposed on Syria might
impact the ability of transporters to import new
trucks or to acquire spare parts needed to service
WKHFXUUHQWȵHHW7KLVLVVXSSRUWHGE\WKHVXUYH\
ȴQGLQJVLQWKDWWKHUHKDVEHHQYHU\OLWWOHUHFHQW
capital investment in the transport sector in Syria,
with respondents reporting that no trucks newer
WKDQȴYH\HDUVROGKDYHEHHQSXUFKDVHG7KH
VXUYH\DOVRFRQȴUPHGWKDWWKHSULFHRIVSDUHSDUWV
especially for tires and lubricants, have increased
by over 100 percent since March 2020, and that
the labour cost has increased by 50 percent,
ZKLFKKDVVLJQLȴFDQWO\LQFUHDVHGWKHFRVWRIWUXFN
PDLQWHQDQFH7KHVXUYH\SDUWLFLSDQWVFRQȴUPHG
DVLJQLȴFDQWGURSLQWKHLUVDOHVDQGWKHLUSURȴWV
by between 20 to 70 percent over the COVID-19
lockdown period, and it is expected that these
trends will drive transport prices even higher in the
coming months.
A detailed overview of the WFP Syria supply chain
response to the observed COVID-19-related logistical
and procurement issues can be found in Annex 3.

KWWSVZZZDXWRPRWLYHZRUOGFRPQHZVUHOHDVHVUHSRUWYHKLFOHVLQXVHHXURSH
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CONCLUSION
7KH6\ULDQHFRQRP\LVVXHULQJIURPD
FRQȵXHQFHRILQWHUQDODQGH[WHUQDOIDFWRUV
that has led to an unprecedented economic
downturn with dramatic impacts on the
ZHOIDUHRIWKH6\ULDQSHRSOH:KLOHLWLVGLɝFXOW
to cleanly separate the socio-economic impacts
of the COVID-19 pandemic from the other
VKRFNVFXUUHQWO\DHFWLQJWKH6\ULDQHFRQRP\
it is clear that the pandemic has further
exacerbated the impact that the Lebanese
ȴQDQFLDOFULVLVZDVDOUHDG\KDYLQJRQ6\ULD
'XULQJWKHSHULRGZKHQQDWLRQZLGH&29Ζ'
PLWLJDWLRQPHDVXUHVZHUHLQHHFW PLG0DUFK
WRODWH0D\ VXSSO\FKDLQVZHUHGLVUXSWHG
IRRGSULFHVVRDUHGDQGIRRGVHFXULW\LQGLFDWRUV
ZRUVHQHGDFURVVWKHERDUGFRPSDUHGWRSUHYLRXV
\HDUV)RRGFRQVXPSWLRQUDWHVGLHWDU\GLYHUVLW\
DQGFRQVXPSWLRQEDVHGFRSLQJPHFKDQLVPV
KDYHDOOZRUVHQHGWROHYHOVZHOODERYHWKH
DYHUDJHVRISUHYLRXV\HDUVKLJKOLJKWLQJWKH
GHJUHHWRZKLFKWKHIRRGVHFXULW\VLWXDWLRQLQ
6\ULDKDVDQGFRQWLQXHVWREHDHFWHGE\WKH
HHFWVRIWKHRQJRLQJSDQGHPLF
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SECTION 8

HFRQRPLFVLWXDWLRQH[DFHUEDWHGE\WKH
HHFWVRI&29Ζ'KDVUHVXOWHGLQGUDPDWLF
FRQWUDFWLRQVDFURVVWUDGHEXVLQHVVDVZHOODV
DJULFXOWXUDODQGLQGXVWULDOSURGXFWLRQ
6\ULDQVKDYHDOUHDG\H[SHULHQFHGDGUDPDWLF
UHGXFWLRQLQWKHLUSXUFKDVLQJSRZHUVLQFH
2FWREHUDVZDJHVKDYHUHPDLQHGURXJKO\
VWDWLFZKLOHSULFHVRIDOOFRPPRGLWLHVKDYH
VRDUHG:LWKEXVLQHVVHVFORVLQJLPSRUWVRI
NH\FRPPRGLWLHVGURSSLQJDQGNH\LPSRUWHG
LQSXWVEHFRPLQJVFDUFHDQGSURKLELWLYHO\FRVWO\
DSHULRGRIVLJQLȴFDQWHFRQRPLFFRQWUDFWLRQLV
H[SHFWHGFKDUDFWHUL]HGE\UHGXFHGSURGXFWLRQ
DQGJURZLQJSRYHUW\OHYHOV

)RRGLQVHFXULW\ZKLFKLVDOUHDG\RQWKHULVHDQG
LVDOUHDG\DHFWLQJFORVHKDOIRIDOO6\ULDQVLV
H[SHFWHGWRH[SDQGWRHYHQEURDGHUVZDWKVRI
WKHSRSXODWLRQZKLOHPDQLIHVWLQJLWVHOILQHYHU
GHHSHUZD\V$FXWHDQGFKURQLFPDOQXWULWLRQ
KDVUDUHO\DHFWHG6\ULDQVHYHQWKURXJKPRUH
WKDQQLQH\HDUVRIFULVLVLVH[SHFWHGWREHFRPH
PRUHZLGHVSUHDGOHGE\WKHLQDELOLW\RIIDPLOLHV
WRSXUFKDVHIRRGRIDGHTXDWHYDULHW\TXDOLW\
7KHVRFLRHFRQRPLFLPSDFWRI&29Ζ'LQ6\ULD DQGTXDQWLW\&XUUHQWSURMHFWLRQVLQGLFDWHWKDW
LVLQWHUWZLQHGZLWKRWKHUVKRFNVZKLFKKDYHKDG DVLJQLȴFDQWGHWHULRUDWLRQRIWKHIRRGVHFXULW\
DQHTXDORUPRUHGHWULPHQWDOLPSDFW$VVXFK
VLWXDWLRQLQ6\ULDLVOLNHO\WRXQIROGEHIRUHDQ\
LWZRXOGEHPLVOHDGLQJWRRQO\ORRNDW&29Ζ' VLJQLȴFDQWUHFRYHU\PDWHULDOL]HV:LWKUHFHQW
UHODWHGVKRFNVWRDVVHVVWKHGHJUHHWRZKLFKWKH GHYHORSPHQWVLQFOXGLQJWKHRQJRLQJVSUHDG
6\ULDQHFRQRP\DQGVRFLHW\KDVEHHQDHFWHG
RI&29Ζ'IXUWKHUGLPLQLVKLQJWKHSURVSHFWV
7KH/HEDQHVHȴQDQFLDOFULVLVLVEHOLHYHGWR
IRUHFRQRPLFVHOIVXɝFLHQF\DPRQJWKHFULVLV
KDYHEORFNHGDFFHVVWRELOOLRQVRIGROODUVȇZRUWK DHFWHGSRSXODWLRQVLJQLȴFDQWOLYHOLKRRG
RI6\ULDQVDYLQJVLQ/HEDQHVHEDQNVDQGWKH
UHFRYHU\IRUWKHDYHUDJH6\ULDQKRXVHKROG
UDSLGGHSUHFLDWLRQRIWKH/HEDQHVHSRXQGKDV
UHPDLQVXQOLNHO\LQWKHQHDUWHUP
VW\PLHGWUDGHZLWK6\ULDZKLFKXVHV/HEDQRQ
Syrians are already facing the worst
DVDNH\JDWHZD\WRDFFHVVLQWHUQDWLRQDO
humanitarian conditions in the country’s
PDUNHWV7UDGHKDVIXUWKHUEHHQDHFWHGE\WKH recent history and will without the required
LQWHQVLȴFDWLRQRIXQLODWHUDOFRHUFLYHPHDVXUHV
humanitarian support fall deeper into
RQ6\ULDVHHQLQZKLFKQRZH[WHQGWRDOO
poverty and food insecurity than ever
FRXQWULHVDQGHQWLWLHVWKDWKDYHGHDOLQJVZLWK
before. As covering even their most basic
6\ULD$VDUHVXOW6\ULDZKLFKKHDYLO\GHSHQGV
needs becomes unattainable for the majority
RQLPSRUWVIRUPHGLFLQHIRRGDQGRWKHU
of the Syrian population, an extended period
HVVHQWLDOQRQIRRGLWHPVKDVVHHQLWVFXUUHQF\
of hardship and hunger at levels not yet
SOXQJHYLV¢YLVLQWHUQDWLRQDOFXUUHQFLHV
experienced throughout nine years of crisis
SXVKLQJXSWKHSULFHVRIDOOFRPPRGLWLHVE\RYHU lies ahead, with fewer and fewer people safe
SHUFHQWVLQFH2FWREHU7KHZRUVHQLQJ from poverty and destitution.
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SECTION 9

RECOMMENDATIONS
URGENT

The provision of multiple simultaneous food security
interventions for improved sustainability of the impact
of assistance. In particular:
Design multiple food security interventions to
address immediate food needs, providing support
in a way that reduces dependency on humanitarian
assistance and increases food availability and food
access.
Build on partnerships with local institutions and
actors that can provide value-added activities and
expertise to food security interventions.
Identify clear entry and exit points for the delivery of
food assistance based on the assessed severity of
food insecurity while designing interventions suited
WRGLHUHQWSRSXODWLRQJURXSV
Conduct a rapid food security assessment in areas
under localized COVID-19-related lockdown within
one week from the start of the lockdown. Once
YXOQHUDELOLW\LVYHULȴHGDQGIRRGQHHGVLGHQWLȴHG
emergency food assistance should be provided to
cover short-term immediate food needs as long as
the lockdown persists to avoid a deeper deterioration
RIWKHIRRGVHFXULW\VLWXDWLRQDPRQJVWWKHDHFWHG
population.
3ULRULWL]HWKRVHZKRDUHFXWRIURPWKHLUQRUPDO
food and income sources for short-term food
assistance to meet their immediate needs, while
simultaneously identifying households whose
livelihood asset base can be strengthened through
VSHFLȴFOLYHOLKRRGVVXSSRUW

6SHFLȴFDWWHQWLRQVKRXOGEHJLYHQWRKRXVHKROGV
ZLWKFKLOGUHQXQGHUȴYHIHPDOHKHDGHGKRXVHKROGV
families with persons with disability or elderly
households – identify FCS for households with large
dependency ratios and nutritionally vulnerable
JURXSVDQGFDUU\RXWDPRUHLQGHSWKSURȴOHRIWKHLU
characteristics that makes it easier to identify and
target them for food interventions.
(HFWLYHDQGWLPHO\PRQLWRULQJRIIRRGVHFXULW\OHYHOV
across the country. The collection of regular key
food security and nutrition indicators at sub-district/
district and governorate level allows for continuous
monitoring of the food security situation and needs
on the ground. This warrants:
A country-wide monthly data collection and
analysis system should be established to regularly
monitor both household food security and
nutrition levels.
National representative food security assessments
should be conducted on an annual basis to assess
progress made in addressing food needs and
DVVHVVZKHUHJUHDWHUHRUWVQHHGWREHIRFXVHG
A national representative nutrition survey
is needed to assess the likely impact of the
deteriorating economic situation on household
nutrition levels.
A study/review of the fuel supply chain is needed to
assess the possible impact the removal of the fuel
subsidy would have on WFP operations.
©WFP/Ali Habib

Support should also be directed at vulnerable
UHVLGHQWVQRWLQORFNGRZQZKRIDFHȴQDQFLDODFFHVV
issues to cover their basic food needs.

Conduct vulnerability assessments of assisted
and non-assisted populations to ensure available
UHVRXUFHVDUHHɝFLHQWO\FKDQQHOOHGWRZDUGVWKH
PRVWYXOQHUDEOHDQGDHFWHGJURXSV

MID-TERM:

Identify more food security-sensitive approaches to
target newly displaced households with additional
or alternative assistance depending on their food
and income situation. Ensure complementary sector
support is provided.
Identify interventions that strengthen food availability
and food stability of resident households who are
able to invest in longer-term planning because of
relative stability, who could potentially create job
opportunities, especially for unskilled labourers.
Apply a working-poor lens to household-level food
insecurity to identify households whose incomes
are so low or so unstable that they allocate over 75
percent of their available income to food and have
limited food sources.

Where feasible, transition from in-kind food
assistance to market-based interventions (cash or
voucher-based assistance) to enhance consumer
purchasing power. This could help address some
of the issues related to localized produce surplus
in parts of the country, while improving the dietary
diversity of the assisted population.
$IWHUQLQH\HDUVRIFRQȵLFWPDQ\6\ULDQKRXVHKROGV
have exhausted many of their typical coping
mechanisms. There is a need to reassess and update
the list of employed food-based coping mechanisms
WRHQVXUHWKHOLVWLVXSGDWHGWRUHȵHFWWKHPRVW
commonly used coping mechanisms.

LONG TERM:
%HWWHULGHQWLȴFDWLRQRILQWHUYHQWLRQVIRUWKRVHDWULVN
of food insecurity for which food assistance could
be part of a larger package of support that meets
livelihoods needs and prevents the use of negative
livelihood-based coping strategies that could lead to
food insecurity.
Consider introducing seasonal food assistance,
if appropriate, in place of long intervals between
PRQWKO\DVVLVWDQFHZKLFKDUHGLɝFXOWIRU
measurement of food security outcomes.
Conduct a study on the cost and impact of unilateral
coercive measures (sanctions) on food security in
Syria.
Ensure food stability needs are considered for the
targeting of food security interventions that protect
and support livelihoods. This means:
Strengthening the agricultural sector and the
capacity of households engaged in food production
in a way that promotes household-level food
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Assess the possibility of expanding to market based
interventions (i.e. cash and/or vouchers).
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security and in-country food availability.
Strengthening the economic empowerment of
women, especially in rural areas.
Strengthening livelihoods opportunities for people
at risk of food insecurity through interventions
appropriate to context, including through a
stronger focus on community-level productive
asset interventions.
Identifying non-food production market-based
livelihoods that contribute to food security in Syria
and help integrate markets across the country.
Working with actors along the main foodSURGXFWLRQYDOXHFKDLQVIRUPRUHHɝFLHQW
economies of scale and market-based
LQWHUYHQWLRQVIRUEHWWHUSURȴWPDUJLQV
Capacity building and skills development for
youth and women related to the main livelihood
opportunities that are available to them in their
area.
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Annex 1: COVID-19 evolu�on in Syria (include UNDP overview)
Date

11 July 2020

Event

Source of
Informa�on
The government team decided to amend the entry requirements to h�ps://www.sana.s
allow Syrian ci�zens stranded abroad to enter through the legi�mate y/?p=1182646
border crossing points with Lebanon.

30 June 2020

Health Ministry: 10 new Coronavirus cases registered; 3 pa�ents h�ps://www.sana.s
recovered
y/en/?p=196095

28 June 2020

Syrian students coming from India: This is our ﬁrst experience in al- h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=195871
Horjelah quaran�ne center.

27 June 2020

Governmental team: Strictness in applying health requirements and h�ps://sana.sy/en/?
social distancing
p=195803

27 June 2020

Ministry of Health: All university hospitals con�nue work and receive h�ps://sana.sy/en/?
p=195787
pa�ents

27 June 2020

Health Ministry: 1 new Coronavirus case registered; 1 death case in h�ps://sana.sy/en/?
Aleppo (total cases 256, recovered 102, death 9)
p=195773

26 June 2020

Health Ministry: 13 new Coronavirus cases registered; 6 pa�ents h�ps://sana.sy/en/?
p=195755
recovered (total cases 255, recovered 102, death 8)

25 June 2020

Health Ministry: 11 new Coronavirus cases registered; 2 pa�ents h�ps://sana.sy/en/?
recovered (total cases 242, recovered 96, death 7)
p=195581

25 June 2020

Ministry of Social Aﬀairs and Labour release the second list of 18731 h�ps://www.facebo
disrupted workers of COVID-19 comba�ng measures who will ok.com/permalink.p
hp?story_�id=8498
receive ﬁnancial support.
97515532155&id=1
77760009412579
Syria receives new batch of Chinese medical aid for tackling h�ps://sana.sy/en/?
coronavirus
cat=12
Health Ministry: 12 new Coronavirus cases registered; 3 pa�ents h�ps://sana.sy/en/?
recovered (total cases 231)
p=195404
Ministry of Social Aﬀairs and Labour release the second list of 3285 h�ps://www.facebo
disrupted workers of COVID-19 comba�ng measures who will ok.com/permalink.p
hp?story_�id=8487
receive ﬁnancial support.
94555642451&id=1
77760009412579
Prayers suspended in Jdeidet al-Fadel, Jdeidet al-Balad mosques h�ps://sana.sy/en/?
p=194946
over Covid-19 fears
Educa�on Ministry establishes new exam centers for students in h�ps://sana.sy/en/?
areas under lockdown
p=195337
Health Ministry: 15 new coronavirus cases registered; (total cases h�ps://sana.sy/en/?
p=195287
219)
Health Ministry: Imposing a lockdown on Jdeidet al-Fadil town
h�ps://sana.sy/en/?
p=195091
Update-Health Ministry: six new coronavirus cases registered in h�ps://sana.sy/en/?
Jdeidet al-Fadil town, three of them from the health cadres
p=195140
Health Ministry: Nine new coronavirus cases registered in Jdaidet Al- h�ps://sana.sy/en/?
p=194827
Fadel in Rural Damascus Governorate
Health Ministry: Coronavirus tests are ongoing to detect any h�ps://sana.sy/en/?
p=194876
infec�on in Jdeidet al-Fadel and Ras al-M’ara towns
Health Ministry announced the death of a seventy-year-old woman h�ps://sana.sy/en/?
who was rushed to al- Mouwasat Hospital as she was suﬀering from p=194827
respiratory problems, and she was admi�ed to the intensive care
unit (ICU).
the Health Ministry indicated that the total of the registered cases in h�ps://sana.sy/en/?
Syria has reached 187 �ll today, of which78 have recovered and 7 p=194827
cases have passed away.

10 July 2020

Ministry of Health: 22 new coronavirus cases registered in Syria; two h�ps://www.sana.s
pa�ents passed away.
y/en/?p=196852

07 July 2020

Ministry of Health: 14 new coronavirus cases registered; one pa�ent SANA
passes away

24 June 2020

06 July 2020

Moscow to con�nue suppor�ng Syria in comba�ng Coronavirus

23 June 2020

06 July 2020

Ministry of Health: 14 new coronavirus cases registered; one pa�ent SANA
passes away

06 July 2020

The director of the Yabroud Na�onal Hospital dies with Coronavirus

05 July 2020

Ministry of Health: 10 cases of Coronavirus infec�ons were recorded Al Watan
in contact with people, raising the total number of recorded
infec�ons to 338
Al Baath
10 new infec�ons. Ibn Rushd Hospital is a center for medical
isola�on

22 June 2020

03 July 2020

Second batch of Syrian students in India arrive in Damascus and a
medicine shipment to confront corona

h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=196289

21 June 2020

03 July 2020

Health Ministry: 19 new Coronavirus (COVID-19) cases registered
and 3 previous cases recovered

h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=196252

21 June 2020

02 July 2020

Head of pharmacists’ syndicate in Hama was put in isola�on a�er
he was diagnosed with Corona.

Syria News

18 June 2020

01 July 2020

Health Ministry said on Wednesday that 14 coronavirus cases were
registered in Syria for persons who were in close contact with other
infected persons to raise the total number to 293.
Syria: no longer allows the entry of anyone who does not have the
nega�ve PCR test.

h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=196207

05 July 2020

30 June 2020

h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=196545

23 June 2020

Damascus Voice

22 June 2020
22 June 2020

18 June 2020
18 June 2020

18 June 2020
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18 June 2020
18 June 2020
17 June 2020
15 June 2020
11 June 2020
10 June 2020
04 June 2020
02 June 2020
02 June 2020
01 June 2020
26 May 2020
26 May 2020
25 May 2020
25 May 2020

25 May 2020
25 May 2020
25 May 2020

25 May 2020
24 May 2020
24 May 2020
24 May 2020
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Health Ministry: One coronavirus pa�ent passed away in Syria

h�ps://sana.sy/en/?
p=194746
The Health Ministry called on ci�zens to adhere to precau�onary h�ps://sana.sy/en/?
measures and not to neglect them in order to preserve their health p=194827
and the public safety.
With all measures taken to confront Coronavirus, the Ministry of h�ps://www.sana.s
Educa�on ends its prepara�ons for the success of ﬁnal exams
y/en/?paged=2
Four coronavirus cases recover, raising the total number to 78
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=194525
Higher Educa�on Ministry: No coronavirus infec�ons registered h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=193866
among students
Health Ministry: Non-adherence to precau�onary measures will lead h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=193789
to re-imposi�on of �ght measures
Health Minister: No lack in any medicine product, government h�ps://www.sana.s
assumes burden for ﬁnancing the imports
y/en/?p=193294
Health Ministry: Government takes a set of measures to support h�ps://www.sana.s
pharmaceu�cal industry
y/en/?p=193036
Providing medical care con�nued despite diﬃcul�es due to coercive h�ps://www.sana.s
measures
y/en/?p=192951
A�er a suspension of two and a half months, resump�on of work in h�p://syria�mes.sy/
universi�es and ins�tutes to complete the second semester
index.php
Curfew and restric�on of movement among provinces li�ed as of h�ps://www.sana.s
Tuesday May 26th
y/en/?p=192471
Health Ministry: 15 new Coronavirus cases in Syria, all of them are h�ps://sana.sy/?p=1
arrivals from abroad (total # cases is 121)
155264
Health Ministry: 20 new Coronavirus cases in Syria, all of them are h�ps://sana.sy/?p=1
arrivals from abroad (total # cases is 106)
155264
Social occasions such as weddings and funerals are s�ll not h�ps://www.sana.s
permi�ed, and public parks, gyms, swimming pools, cultural centers, y/en/?p=192471
theatres, and private ins�tutes are to remain closed, as well as
tourist facili�es such as cafes and restaurants pending another
review of the situa�on during the next week.
A�er evalua�ng the process of returning the Syrians stranded h�ps://www.sana.s
abroad, Prime Minister oﬃce (the cabinet) decided to suspend the y/en/?p=192471
eﬀorts to return them un�l further no�ce.
Prime Minister oﬃce (the cabinet) noted that there is s�ll a h�ps://www.sana.s
possibility of a full curfew in the future depending on developments y/en/?p=192471
related to the pandemic.
Prime Minister oﬃce (the cabinet) decided to li� the restric�on of h�ps://www.sana.s
movement among provinces and allow public transporta�on among y/en/?p=192471
them, as well as extending the period during which shops can open
to be from 8 AM to 7 PM.
The government team in charge of confron�ng Coronavirus (COVID- h�ps://www.sana.s
19) pandemic decided to li� the nightly curfew completely as of the y/en/?p=192471
evening of Tuesday 26 May 2020.
Health Ministry: 16 new Coronavirus cases in Syria, all of them are
arrivals from abroad (total # cases is 86)
Health Ministry: Lab analysis of coronavirus suspected case for h�ps://www.sana.s
Russian person at Tartous port is nega�ve
y/en/?p=192373
Syrians perform Eid al-Fitr prayer at homes as Eid takbeers broadcast h�ps://www.sana.s
in mosques
y/en/?p=192313

24 May 2020
23 May 2020
22 May 2020
21 May 2020
21 May 2020
21 May 2020
20 May 2020
18 May 2020
17 May 2020
17 May 2020
16 May 2020
16 May 2020
15 May 2020
15 May 2020
14 May 2020
14 May 2020
14 May 2020
13 May 2020
13 May 2020
12 May 2020
11 May 2020
10 May 2020
10 May 2020

Health Minister: Tests of people who interacted with suspected
Coronavirus case in Tartous are nega�ve
Health Ministry: 11 new Coronavirus cases in Syria, all of them are
arrivals from Kuwait (total # cases is 70)
Health Ministry: One new Coronavirus cases in Syria, one case
passed away, (total # cases is 59)
Educa�on Ministry issues Health emergency plan during the
dura�on of exams for academic year of 2019-2020
Global Research: US sanc�ons deprive Syrian people from medicine

h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=192298
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1154292
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1154502
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=192140
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=192118
Cultural ac�vi�es on social media as alterna�ve solu�on to face h�ps://www.sana.s
Coronavirus
y/en/?p=192109
Health Ministry: Diﬃculty in securing COVID 19 test kits due to h�ps://www.sana.s
unilateral coercive measures
y/en/?p=192080
Minister of Health: We respond to coronavirus epidemic under h�ps://www.sana.s
excep�onal condi�ons
y/en/?p=191984
Health Ministry: Seven new coronavirus cases registered in Syria for h�ps://www.sana.s
arrivals coming from Kuwait to raise the total infec�on cases to 58
y/en/
Ministry of Health decides to li� the lockdown on al-Sayyeda Zainab h�ps://www.sana.s
area in Damascus Countryside
y/en/?p=191888
Ministry of Health: the last 6 Coronavirus cases were among arrivals
from abroad
The total number of Coronavirus cases registered in Syria reached
51 persons, of which 36 people having recovered while 3 passed
away.
Syrian Eng. designs auto sani�zing gate to confront Coronavirus

h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=191807
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=191813

Government li� curfew between governorates as of next Tuesday 19
May un�l Saturday 30 May 2020.
Government decided to con�nue the night curfew during the
holiday of Eid al-Fitr from 6.30 p.m. to 6.00 a.m.
Ministry of Health: 4224 out of 6781 quaran�ned people discharged
so far
Ministry of Foreign Aﬀairs makes explana�on on return of Syrian
ci�zens stranded abroad
Airplane transpor�ng 250 Syrians from UAE arrives to Damascus
Interna�onal Airport
Na�onal Fund for Social Aid decides to start paying compensa�ons
for daily paid workers.
Deputy Foreign and Expatriates Minister Fayssal Mikdad received
the WHO representa�ve and emphasized on the importance of not
poli�cizing humanitarian work
Prime Minister oﬃce (the cabinet) approves controlled opening of
all ac�vi�es, condi�onal on commitment to public safety measures.
Airplane carrying 245 Syrians stranded abroad arrives to Damascus
Int’l Airport from Russia

h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=191693
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=191693
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=191687
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=191677
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=191555
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=191524
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=191477

h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=191753
For the 2nd consecu�ve week, mosques open their doors for Friday h�ps://www.sana.s
Prayer
y/en/?p=191730
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10 May 2020
10 May 2020
10 May 2020
09 May 2020
08 May 2020
08 May 2020
07 May 2020
06 May 2020
06 May 2020
05 May 2020
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Prime Minister oﬃce (the Cabinet) approves na�onal plan for
economic and services execu�ve programs and procedures in
response to covid-19 mi�ga�on measures
Prayers and Sunday mass performed in churches again a�er
suspension due to coronavirus
A�er 2-month stoppage, resump�on of collec�ve transport in all
Governorates
Airplane carrying Syrians stranded abroad arrives to Damascus Int’l
Airport from Oman and Sudan
Health Ministry: Two new Coronavirus cases in Syria, two exis�ng
cases recovered , (total # cases is 47)
Friday Prayer performed in mosques again, a�er being suspended
due Coronavirus
Airplane carrying Syrians stranded abroad arrives to Damascus Int’l
Airport from Egypt
Star�ng Sunday 10 May, work at government ins�tu�on
Government sets May 31st as date for reopening universi�es and
10th of May for resuming public transporta�on
Plane carrying Syrians stranded abroad arrives at Damascus Int’l
Airport from UAE

h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=191425
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=191406
h�ps://sana.sy/en/?
p=191375
h�p://syria�mes.sy
h�ps://sana.sy/en/?
p=191262
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=191207
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=191165
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1146379
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=191107
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=191051

04 May 2020

President al-Assad holds mee�ng with government team for h�ps://www.sana.s
confron�ng Coronavirus to discuss latest developments
y/en/?p=191017

04 May 2020

Health Ministry: 2554 out of 3325 quaran�ned people discharged so
far
the cabinet decided to restore public and private economic and
development ac�vi�es in all provinces, and complete government
projects with of a 90 % implementation rate and priority projects
which have already been ini�ated to put them into implementa�on
as soon as possible.
Syrian Airlines to run ﬂight on Monday to evacuate Syrian ci�zens
from UAE
Health Ministry: recovery of 6 coronavirus cases and detec�ng a new
infec�on
Syria consulates resume its opera�on abroad star�ng Sunday
03/05/2020
Government allows all professions, shops, industries, etc. to operate
again with a condi�on of their commitment with infec�on
preven�on measures.
Over 300,000 people registered under MoSAL social protec�on
program
The Government sets decided to allow ci�zens to move among
provinces on next Thursday, Friday and Saturday for one �me to
facilitate travelling among the Syrian provinces
The government allowed clinics of den�sts to resume work every
day from the morning un�l 5.00 p.m.
Health Ministry launches service showing distribu�on of Coronavirus
cases in Syria

03 May 2020

03 May 2020
01 May 2020
30 April 2020
29 April 2020
29 April 2020
28 April 2020
28 April 2020
28 April 2020
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h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=190990
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=190952

28 April 2020
26 April 2020
24 April 2020

24 April 2020
23 April 2020
19 April 2020
18 April 2020
16 April 2020
15 April 2020
15 April 2020
14 April 2020
14 April 2020

13 April 2020
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=190971
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=190861
h�ps://sana.sy/?p=1
143525
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1143129
h�ps://sana.sy/?p=1
143163
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=190712
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=190712
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=190703

13 April 2020

11 April 2020
11 April 2020
11 April 2020
10 April 2020

08 April 2020

Quaran�ne centers throughout country ready to receive returnees
from abroad
Cabinet: Students of non-cer�ﬁcate school grades to pass
automa�cally to next grade
Li�ing the lockdown on AlTal and Sayeda Zeinab

Allow all exchange ins�tu�ons to operate during Saturdays every
week
Government decides to change curfew �me on Friday and Saturday
during Ramadan to become from 7.30 p.m. to 6.00 a.m
Some 253 industrial facili�es in Hassieh Industrial City increase their
produc�on
Curfew dura�on altered in Ramadan, some of the commercial and
services professions to resume opera�ons
Government sets Monday and Tuesday to allow ci�zens to move
among provinces
Interior Ministry extended on Wednesday the curfew among
provinces un�l May 2nd, 2020 in light of the governmental
preven�ve measures
Council of Ministers decides to allow some trades and professions to
con�nue and operate.
MoSAL requested all Social Aﬀairs directorate (DOSAs) not to accept
any registra�on of any resigna�on of workers from the private
sector “during the current period”.
MoSAL launches the Na�onal Campaign for Emergency Social
Response by opening digital portal h�p://www.ncsr.sy for
registering the most vulnerable groups and disrupted workers who
are aﬀected by the measures taken to confront the Coronavirus.
MoSAL requested all Social Aﬀairs directorate (DOSAs) not to accept
any registra�on of any resigna�on of workers from the private
sector “during the current period”.
MoSAL launches the Na�onal Campaign for Emergency Social
Response by opening digital portal h�p://www.ncsr.sy for
registering the most vulnerable groups and disrupted workers who
are aﬀected by the measures taken to confront the Coronavirus.
Suspension of schools and universi�es extended un�l May 2nd

h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=190670
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=190572
h�ps://shamra.sy/n
ews/ar�cle/a3c9126
8931f3380ab165eac
acf3df2e
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1141195
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=190414
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=190221
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=190177
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=190089
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=189969
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1136698
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1135808
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=189807
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1135808
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=189807

h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=189742
Health Ministry announce six new Coronavirus cases in Syria, one h�ps://www.sana.s
pa�ent recovers
y/en/?p=189735

Ministry of Health announce the third recovery case of CoronaVirus
(total recovered persons is 5)
MoSAL ask all Na�onal NGOs to share the details about their
volunteers on the following link h�ps://bit.ly/3e28Vwh to be part of
the na�onal response campaign to combat coronavirus spread.

h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=189735
Informal source of
Data

Ministry of Health announce the third recovery case of CoronaVirus
(total recovered persons is 4)

h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1134162

THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC IN THE SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

63

ANNEXES

07 April 2020

04 April 2020

Central bank asked all private and public banks to permit a freeze on
the repayment of bank loans individuals for three months.
Ministry of Economy and interna�onal trade suspend expor�ng
some medicines (Azithromycin, chloroquine, cetamol and
paracetamol)
Ministry of Health announce the third recovery case of CoronaVirus
(recovered persons is 3)
Prime Minister oﬃce (the Cabinet) adopts the na�onal protocol of
treatment for coronavirus at the public and private hospitals and the
military hospitals.
Prime Minister oﬃce (the Cabinet) approves the social protec�on
plan is support to the most vulnerable people and disrupted
workers. The plan to be implemented by MoSAL which will be
responsible of se�ng up eligibility criteria and fund raising.
The governorate of Damascus allows the following industrial zones
(Ibn Asaker, AL-Kadam, Hosh Blas and Al-Zabltani) to operate
between 09:00 AL and 04:00 PM for the following professions (Food
processing, plas�c industries, turning metals, maintenance of
vehicles, prin�ng houses, and tex�les)
Three new Coronavirus cases conﬁrmed in Rural Damascus

04 April 2020

MOSAL refuse laying oﬀ labours during COVID-19 Pandemic

02 April 2020

Ministry of interior aﬀairs suspend visits to prisons un�l 16 April
2020
Curfew during Friday and Saturday is ac�ve from 06:00 AM �ll 12:00
midday.
Stop expor�ng four locally produced items (Eggs, Dairy products,
legumes, and chlorines) for one month.
The Syrian town of Saida Zainab southern Damascus has been put
under quaran�ne
Ministry of communica�on keep the phones and internet lines
connected in case of delay in paying due bills and extend the �me
of payments for an extra month without penal�es.
The Syrian town of Tal Mneen northeast Damascus has been put h�ps://www.sana.s
under quaran�ne a�er the death of 73-year-old woman who died y/?p=1131092
a�er being rushed to hospital for emergency treatment was found
to have been infected by coronavirus
Extend the judicial holiday un�l 16 April 2020
h�ps://sana.sy/?p=1
130248
Restrict movements between governorates un�l 16 April 2020
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1129881
Ministry of interior trade send trucks of vegetable and fruits from h�ps://www.sana.s
wholesale foods markets into rural areas
y/?p=1129580
Extend the closure of schools and universi�es un�l 16 April 2020.
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1129436
Delegate MoSAL to prepare list of all aﬀected business/workers h�ps://www.sana.s
during corona crisis in collabora�on with workers unions and y/?p=1129580
syndicates.
Government restricts movements between ci�es and rural areas and h�ps://www.sana.s
vice versa, star�ng 29 March 31, 2020
y/?p=1129370

07 April 2020
07 April 2020
05 April 2020
05 April 2020

04 April 2020

02 April 2020
02 April 2020
02 April 2020
02 April 2020
01 April 2020

30 March 2020
29 March 2020
28 March 2020
28 March 2020
28 March 2020
27 March 2020
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h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1133361
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1133352
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1133560
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/en/?p=189363

27 March 2020

Prime minister ask all chambers of commerce and industries to h�p://www.pminist
impose the law # 7 for year 2010 which impose on private sector to ry.gov.sy
maintain the rights of all employees in case on crises.

26 March 2020

MoH allocate 21 centers in 12 governorates to be used for h�ps://www.sana.s
quaran�ning suspicions cases of infec�ons
y/?p=1128693
Prime Minister oﬃce set up the structure of Social Protec�on
response under the leadership of MoSAL

26 March 2020

.pdf

h�p://www.pminist
ry.gov.sy/contents/1
6018/
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1131856

h�ps://sana.sy/?p=1
132448
h�ps://www.alwata
nonline.com/
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1131332
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1131473
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1131473
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1131503
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1131430

.pdf

26 March 2020

26 March 2020
25 March 2020

MoSAL share its plan and needs in response to CORONA disease
outbreak and share it will all NGOs
C:\Users\Tammam.Yahia\AppData\Local\Microso�\Windows\INet
2020-3-26
Cache\Content.Outlook\Tracking Corona\
2020-3-26
.pdf
All Syrian who crossed the Syrian boarders with Lebanon illegally will h�ps://sana.sy/?p=1
go to quaran�ne for 14 days a�er general health check by the 129025
related authori�es.
CPR publish its ﬁrst report in assessing the capacity of health
facili�es in Syria in response to CORONA outbreak
CRP_covid_19_in_Syr
ia_policy_memo_publ

24 March 2020

23 March 2020

22 March 2020
22 March 2020

The government announce a curfew star�ng 25 March star�ng 06:00
PM and ﬁnishing at 06:00 AM on daily basis.

h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1127969
..\Tracking
Corona\CRP_covid_
19_in_Syria_policy_
memo_published.pd
f
PM oﬃce issue new decision to stop all public and private h�p://www.pminist
transporta�on between governorates and inside governorates a�er ry.gov.sy/contents/1
5982/08:00PM
Public sectors, unions and private sectors should provide - - transporta�on to the vital sectors which has ac�vi�es not included in the curfew.
MoH announce ﬁrst coronavirus case

h�ps://sana.sy/?p=1
127164
Central bank allows banks to close part of their branches in all h�p://www.syriand
governorates condi�onal on keeping a minimum number of two ays.com/index.php?
branches per governorate.
page=show_det&id=
61615
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Annex 2: Key food items’ price evolu�on June 2019 to June 2020

17 March 2020

Restaurants, Gyms, cinemas, clubs, public events halls, parks, etc.
are closed.

15 March 2020

Closing schools, universi�es and teaching ins�tutes.

15 March 2020
15 March 2020
15 March 2020

h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1126464

h�ps://syria.news/0
650f0b913032012.html
Reduce the capacity administra�ve governmental ins�tu�ons to h�ps://syria.news/0
40% and working over shi�s for staﬀ.
650f0b913032012.html
Central bank reduces working hours in all banks and all branches to h�ps://www.alalam
become from 09:00 am �ll 02:00 pm.
tv.net/news/479683
6/
Star�ng 17 March, all courts and judicial departments are closed h�ps://sana.sy/?p=1
123185
un�l 02 April 2020.
All visits to all prisons and its branches are suspended for one month. h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1123865

Bananas (kg)
Red split len�ls (kg)

Sugar (kg)

Vegetable Oil (L)

Bulgur (kg)

Tomatoes (kg)

15 March 2020

h�p://www.sana.sy
/?p=1127182
h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1126464

White beans (kg)

21 March 2020

h�ps://www.sana.s
y/?p=1126865

White cheese (kg)

21 March 2020

The president issued a legisla�ve decree gran�ng general amnesty
for crimes commi�ed before Sunday in an eﬀort to combat the
Corona virus
Boarders closure with neighboring countries (except for transit and
imported/exported goods) star�ng 23 March.
Suspending all ac�vi�es in ministries and government ins�tu�ons
which stopping its ac�vi�es will not aﬀect the response to
Coronavirus outbreak.

Whole cleaned
chicken (kg)

22 March 2020

Chickpeas (kg)

Bank_Syria.pdf

Apples (kg)

Commodity
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Region
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South

Jun 2019 Oct 2019 Price change Mar 2020 Price change Apr 2020 Price change May 2020 Price change Jun 2020 Price change
price
price
(4M %)
price
(1M %)
price
(1M %)
price
(1M %)
price
(1M %)
286
340
19%
763
125%
902
18%
1,179
31%
1,830
55%
336
418
24%
744
78%
761
2%
1,177
55%
1,904
62%
300
329
10%
792
141%
1,004
27%
1,342
34%
1,967
47%
265
305
15%
563
85%
591
5%
741
25%
1,391
88%
350
463
32%
841
82%
1,081
29%
1,388
28%
1,778
28%
287
320
11%
825
157%
963
17%
1,243
29%
1,930
55%
229
311
36%
702
126%
925
32%
1,150
24%
1,785
55%
805
975
21%
908
-7%
1,164
28%
1,496
29%
2,732
83%
717
851
19%
1,124
32%
1,311
17%
1,614
23%
2,288
42%
800
1,042
30%
933
-10%
1,177
26%
1,522
29%
1,979
30%
478
593
24%
764
29%
831
9%
1,344
62%
2,202
64%
663
819
24%
925
13%
1,294
40%
1,759
36%
3,231
84%
916
944
3%
875
-7%
1,162
33%
1,446
24%
2,873
99%
938
1,303
39%
875
-33%
1,199
37%
1,503
25%
2,934
95%
691
759
10%
1,523
101%
1,667
9%
1,850
11%
2,369
28%
663
871
32%
1,560
79%
1,665
7%
1,923
15%
2,375
24%
813
692
-15%
1,728
150%
1,730
0%
1,899
10%
2,408
27%
295
373
26%
644
73%
845
31%
1,170
38%
1,426
22%
800
925
16%
1,600
73%
1,731
8%
1,838
6%
2,497
36%
842
788
-6%
1,621
106%
1,847
14%
2,035
10%
2,651
30%
665
766
15%
1,503
96%
1,680
12%
1,748
4%
2,187
25%
1,161
1,399
21%
1,716
23%
1,838
7%
2,002
9%
2,562
28%
1,153
1,610
40%
2,058
28%
1,881
-9%
2,021
7%
2,500
24%
1,363
1,667
22%
1,645
-1%
1,891
15%
2,299
22%
2,952
28%
1,145
1,407
23%
1,738
24%
1,768
2%
1,910
8%
2,458
29%
1,319
1,675
27%
2,125
27%
2,731
29%
2,931
7%
3,538
21%
1,232
1,381
12%
1,591
15%
1,763
11%
1,892
7%
2,379
26%
981
1,134
16%
1,615
42%
1,680
4%
1,848
10%
2,561
39%
1,132
1,062
-6%
2,033
91%
1,935
-5%
1,915
-1%
2,342
22%
1,179
1,388
18%
2,117
52%
1,768
-16%
1,854
5%
2,778
50%
1,835
22%
1,138
917
-19%
2,045
123%
1,661
-19%
1,500
-10%
854
861
1%
1,816
111%
1,481
-18%
1,697
15%
2,401
41%
1,013
1,238
22%
2,219
79%
1,963
-12%
1,744
-11%
2,072
19%
1,270
1,051
-17%
2,107
100%
2,203
5%
2,202
0%
2,338
6%
1,121
951
-15%
1,856
95%
1,805
-3%
1,680
-7%
2,324
38%
524
472
-10%
629
33%
726
15%
789
9%
1,360
72%
514
552
7%
708
28%
771
9%
953
24%
1,421
49%
513
433
-15%
921
113%
888
-4%
566
-36%
900
59%
411
416
1%
444
7%
476
7%
583
22%
745
28%
444
459
4%
647
41%
788
22%
1,069
36%
1,291
21%
659
498
-24%
669
34%
780
17%
827
6%
1,721
108%
476
409
-14%
464
13%
613
32%
639
4%
987
54%
274
170
-38%
478
182%
696
46%
686
-1%
415
-40%
264
214
-19%
586
173%
722
23%
750
4%
464
-38%
-13%
254
-54%
169
133
-21%
384
190%
633
65%
553
357
212
-41%
499
136%
607
22%
687
13%
717
4%
269
256
-5%
466
82%
775
66%
660
-15%
375
-43%
279
163
-42%
442
171%
701
59%
731
4%
400
-45%
264
112
-57%
502
348%
709
41%
612
-14%
332
-46%
318
348
9%
648
86%
767
18%
845
10%
1,135
34%
340
376
11%
645
71%
702
9%
883
26%
1,223
39%
356
341
-4%
600
76%
728
21%
789
8%
1,028
30%
255
282
11%
450
59%
517
15%
672
30%
967
44%
341
378
11%
675
79%
816
21%
902
10%
1,106
23%
307
355
16%
703
98%
848
21%
888
5%
1,183
33%
326
337
3%
641
90%
763
19%
823
8%
1,115
36%
624
691
11%
1,345
94%
1,417
5%
1,598
13%
2,911
82%
593
612
3%
1,194
95%
1,280
7%
1,676
31%
2,623
56%
613
683
12%
1,272
86%
1,472
16%
1,679
14%
3,098
85%
488
578
18%
1,038
80%
1,131
9%
1,370
21%
2,185
59%
650
691
6%
1,400
103%
1,485
6%
1,666
12%
2,811
69%
12%
1,583
9%
3,053
93%
642
706
10%
1,306
85%
1,459
678
757
12%
1,563
106%
1,515
-3%
1,646
9%
3,130
90%
294
343
16%
627
83%
636
1%
704
11%
1,325
88%
338
397
18%
704
77%
762
8%
926
21%
1,585
71%
281
319
13%
602
89%
580
-4%
616
6%
1,194
94%
297
362
22%
667
84%
721
8%
867
20%
1,479
71%
289
331
15%
594
79%
593
0%
638
8%
1,263
98%
268
336
25%
590
75%
613
4%
650
6%
1,264
95%
300
325
9%
578
78%
598
3%
648
8%
1,278
97%
395
378
-4%
665
76%
911
37%
1,019
12%
1,258
24%
458
418
-9%
637
52%
809
27%
1,032
28%
1,373
33%
338
333
-1%
651
95%
818
26%
917
12%
1,090
19%
365
363
0%
603
66%
904
50%
1,168
29%
1,454
24%
425
488
15%
691
42%
997
44%
1,100
10%
1,353
23%
383
372
-3%
715
92%
1,016
42%
1,034
2%
1,213
17%
386
359
-7%
603
68%
763
27%
973
27%
1,168
20%
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Price change
(1Y %)
539%
466%
556%
426%
408%
571%
678%
239%
219%
147%
361%
388%
214%
213%
243%
258%
196%
384%
212%
215%
229%
121%
117%
117%
115%
168%
93%
161%
107%
136%
61%
181%
105%
84%
107%
160%
177%
76%
81%
191%
161%
107%
51%
75%
50%
101%
40%
44%
26%
256%
259%
189%
279%
225%
285%
242%
366%
342%
406%
348%
332%
375%
361%
350%
370%
324%
398%
337%
371%
326%
219%
199%
223%
299%
218%
216%
202%
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Commercial bread
(1.3 kg)

Public bread (1.3 kg)

Egyp�an white rice
(kg)

Wheat Flour (kg)

Eggplants (kg)

Potatoes (kg)

Livestock (head)

Eggs (30 pieces)

Yogurt (kg)

Beef (kg)

Dates (kg)

Commodity

ANNEXES

Region
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South
Na�onal
NES
NWS
XB
Coastal
Middle
South

Jun 2019
price
947
861
925
848
1,000
993
977
4,327
3,808
5,225
2,967
5,000
4,758
4,400
281
307
388
292
316
278
239
1,146
1,228
988
978
1,294
1,199
1,070
113,772
86,389
105,625
89,583
137,875
121,167
128,083
278
259
191
253
394
290
250
278
265
200
279
344
263
290
285
291
309
178
334
272
294
404
547
438
377
519
485
509
56
56
72
NA
50
50
61
126
139
213
238
84
85
109

Oct 2019
price
1,008
894
908
907
1,025
1,045
1,071
4,527
4,273
5,300
3,763
4,975
4,583
4,680
320
399
326
320
331
334
246
1,143
1,289
1,050
952
1,206
1,149
1,134
134,493
109,167
122,500
133,800
151,375
133,446
151,515
260
267
211
215
325
267
258
151
181
117
102
231
156
126
285
310
297
211
319
280
280
416
583
394
401
531
468
514
47
51
53
NA
50
42
54
108
109
173
279
71
72
99

Price change
(4M %)
6%
4%
-2%
7%
3%
5%
10%
5%
12%
1%
27%
-1%
-4%
6%
14%
30%
-16%
9%
5%
20%
3%
0%
5%
6%
-3%
-7%
-4%
6%
18%
26%
16%
49%
10%
10%
18%
-6%
3%
10%
-15%
-17%
-8%
3%
-45%
-32%
-42%
-63%
-33%
-41%
-57%
0%
6%
-4%
18%
-5%
3%
-5%
3%
7%
-10%
6%
2%
-4%
1%
-16%
-9%
-27%
NA
0%
-17%
-11%
-14%
-22%
-18%
17%
-16%
-16%
-10%

Mar 2020
price
1,690
1,251
1,639
1,115
2,156
1,796
1,872
7,160
6,587
7,521
5,483
8,313
7,447
7,059
427
477
506
427
488
419
365
1,976
2,026
2,071
1,569
2,150
2,027
1,919
233,905
226,250
198,313
221,467
221,250
240,792
246,500
555
493
532
349
622
628
520
684
691
666
773
650
671
684
523
568
428
431
494
582
482
882
850
848
637
963
985
947
57
71
56
NA
50
53
58
223
139
174
512
155
220
197

Price change
(5M %)
68%
40%
80%
23%
110%
72%
75%
58%
54%
42%
46%
67%
62%
51%
33%
20%
55%
33%
47%
25%
48%
73%
57%
97%
65%
78%
76%
69%
74%
107%
62%
66%
46%
80%
63%
113%
84%
153%
62%
91%
136%
102%
352%
282%
470%
657%
181%
331%
444%
83%
83%
44%
104%
55%
108%
72%
112%
46%
115%
59%
81%
111%
84%
22%
39%
7%
NA
0%
27%
7%
106%
27%
0%
84%
119%
207%
100%

Apr 2020
price
1,897
1,411
2,024
1,519
2,556
1,932
2,036
7,432
6,947
8,500
6,004
8,656
7,625
7,486
421
451
468
419
450
433
356
2,309
2,454
2,311
1,441
2,456
2,448
2,315
253,149
240,536
231,120
241,875
236,875
270,542
244,125
537
535
444
373
544
598
527
537
612
378
648
586
532
490
604
611
552
498
602
605
666
1,005
868
860
691
925
1,118
1,092
61
81
53
NA
66
55
60
218
113
179
589
160
228
103

Price change May 2020
(1M %)
price
12%
2,243
13%
2,213
23%
2,294
36%
1,927
19%
2,819
8%
2,209
9%
2,279
4%
8,357
5%
7,667
13%
9,389
9%
7,576
4%
9,484
2%
8,432
6%
8,606
-1%
442
-5%
471
-8%
514
-2%
453
-8%
506
3%
445
-2%
366
17%
2,085
21%
2,317
12%
2,059
-8%
1,276
14%
2,332
21%
2,208
21%
2,037
8%
278,260
6%
255,238
17%
248,469
9%
294,007
7%
240,938
12%
290,814
-1%
281,076
-3%
456
9%
514
-17%
318
7%
309
-13%
488
-5%
517
1%
408
-21%
510
-11%
574
-43%
389
-16%
647
-10%
506
-21%
528
-28%
409
15%
644
8%
727
29%
568
15%
574
22%
649
4%
617
38%
702
14%
1,018
2%
1,073
1%
951
8%
811
-4%
947
14%
1,075
15%
1,180
7%
63
14%
83
-5%
60
NA
NA
32%
81
4%
55
3%
60
-2%
194
-19%
113
3%
498
15%
719
3%
166
4%
93
-48%
101

Price change
(1M %)
18%
57%
13%
27%
10%
14%
12%
12%
10%
10%
26%
10%
11%
15%
5%
5%
10%
8%
13%
3%
3%
-10%
-6%
-11%
-11%
-5%
-10%
-12%
10%
6%
8%
22%
2%
7%
15%
-15%
-4%
-28%
-17%
-10%
-14%
-23%
-5%
-6%
3%
0%
-14%
-1%
-17%
7%
19%
3%
15%
8%
2%
5%
1%
24%
11%
17%
2%
-4%
8%
3%
2%
13%
NA
22%
0%
0%
-11%
0%
178%
22%
4%
-59%
-2%

Jun 2020
price
2,936
2,618
2,908
2,704
4,200
2,764
3,170
10,358
9,037
12,188
10,935
11,563
10,001
11,176
548
545
836
653
694
479
494
2,399
2,303
2,466
1,930
2,616
2,509
2,374
348,649
289,821
278,490
434,153
315,000
380,623
310,868
381
498
281
328
430
377
364
452
533
238
825
450
435
325
939
995
886
796
859
935
1,031
1,423
1,559
1,293
1,344
1,216
1,365
1,610
60
78
51
NA
76
54
59
264
116
217
1,273
183
98
103

Price change
(1M %)
31%
18%
27%
40%
49%
25%
39%
24%
18%
30%
44%
22%
19%
30%
24%
16%
63%
44%
37%
7%
35%
15%
-1%
20%
51%
12%
14%
17%
25%
14%
12%
48%
31%
31%
11%
-16%
-3%
-12%
6%
-12%
-27%
-11%
-11%
-7%
-39%
28%
-11%
-18%
-20%
46%
37%
56%
39%
33%
52%
47%
40%
45%
36%
66%
28%
27%
36%
-5%
-6%
-16%
NA
-5%
-2%
-1%
36%
3%
-56%
77%
10%
6%
3%

Price change
(1Y %)
210%
204%
214%
219%
320%
179%
225%
139%
137%
133%
269%
131%
110%
154%
96%
77%
116%
123%
120%
72%
107%
109%
88%
150%
97%
102%
109%
122%
206%
235%
164%
385%
128%
214%
143%
37%
92%
47%
30%
9%
30%
46%
63%
101%
19%
196%
31%
65%
12%
230%
242%
186%
346%
157%
243%
250%
252%
185%
195%
256%
134%
182%
217%
7%
40%
-29%
NA
53%
8%
-3%
109%
-16%
2%
436%
117%
15%
-5%

Annex 3: WFP Syria Supply Chain’s Response to COVID-19 logis�cal and procurement problems




o

Strengthened Supply Chain planning:

As trade disrup�on was foreseen in February with the delays in shipment (average two weeks’ delay
in shipment arrival), the risk mi�ga�on measures through adjustment of ra�ons were put in place
in March 2020 to overcome the ini�al disrup�on through adjus�ng the food ra�ons.

While the ‘ﬁrst-wave’ of global food supply chain challenge was addressed successfully through the
pre-exis�ng con�ngency measures in place, con�nued advocacy for funding to allow for the
preposi�oning for con�ngency stock is cri�cal for the stable Supply Chain opera�on. Planning
discussion is ongoing especially given the current socio-economic condi�on in Syria, where local
suppliers ﬁnancial capacity has been hard-hit with their access to the foreign currency due to the
sanc�on.

o

Advocacy:

Con�nued and regular con�ngency planning is essen�al in sustaining the supply chain to mi�gate
the risk of ‘second-wave’ COVID impact, as the pandemic con�nues to aﬀect major food exporters
– such as the numbers con�nue to rise in main food expor�ng countries, such as Russia, India, and
US.46

Con�nue to work with MOFA on advocacy to simplify the documenta�on legaliza�on process at
suppliers’ level.

Impact of sanc�ons for the food security in Syria is signiﬁcant as local suppliers struggle to supply
WFP requirements – therefore an alterna�ve sourcing strategy is key in addressing the challenge.

Workforce:
o Workers Health and Safety:

Protect workers’ health and safety is cri�cal to the successful con�nua�on of the opera�on. To
ensure the con�nued workforce a guideline was issued by 20th March, in line with WHO issued
guidelines, shared with all the service providers working with WFP Syria. Measures such as access
control (also for surveillance purposes) social distancing, provision of masks were put in place to
ensure opera�onal con�nuity.

Ini�al investments were made for the warehouse opera�ons to improve the hygiene measures in
place as well as extension of the exis�ng contract for stability; further reviews are being done for
any addi�onal longer-term improvements to sustain COVID-19 compliant opera�on.
o





Con�nued revision on con�ngency planning for the business con�nuity:

Alterna�ve working modali�es were encouraged throughout WFP, and it will be con�nued, and
further strengthened with IT support to ensure business con�nuity.

Logis�cs:
o Ensuring Business con�nuity:

Key transporters were iden�ﬁed, and through our warehouse network.

Investment on business con�nuity and alterna�ve planning is required in case of any signiﬁcant
breakout in Syria.
o

46
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Con�ngency Planning and Preposi�oning:
o Preposi�oned stock:

Detailed scenario analysis was done to address the Supply Chain impact due to COVID-19 including
for the poten�al na�on-wide lockdowns. WFP Syria Supply Chain was well-adapted with available
preposi�oned stock enough to cover for two months (2.2 months) requirements at the end of
February 2020 which allowed the Country Oﬃce to mi�gate the ini�al impact of COVID-19.

Fuel Supply Chain:

As survey indicated, to prepare for the poten�al shortage in fuel or for the price increase. Further
review of fuel supply chain to be conducted.

Transforma�on:
o Alternate delivery model:

In close collabora�on with the local retail sector, alternate delivery models are being developed to
diversify and increase WFP’s response capacity.

h�ps://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/new-cases
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